_ TASS assails Pakistani comments 

MOSCOW (R) --The official Soviet news agency TASS said on 
toothy, that ^Pakistan’s foreign minister had “turned the facts' 
upntfe down” by insisting that the withdrawal of Soviet troops, 
renamed a serious obstacle in Afghan peace talks. TASS rd- 
tetatrf that Soviet forces, which Western estimates put at 
115,000 troops, would move out “as soon as an end is pot to 
fiwE^QHitBiferaice in that sovereign country's affaire." Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan said Saturday that last 
week’s Geneva t a lks through a United Natkmsintennedi&tyjhad 
made some progress but serious tfiffimitfoa remained over the 


question of Soviet troop withdrawal. 'The statement hy the Pak- 
istani minister is evidence that the Pakistani authorities are dearly 
tr ying t o turn the facts upside down,” 'TASS said. It accused. 
Pakistan of “broadening die scale crfmterference in Afghanistan's 
affairs. ■ 
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Haj Hassan returns after Tunis talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mmister of Labour and Social Development 
Khaled A1 Haj Hassan returned to Amman on Sunday at the end 
of a visit to Tunis where he took part in a meeting by Arab 
ministers of social development and held talks with Tunisia n 
officials on cooperation with Jordan in social affairs. In their* 
two-day meeting, the ministers discussed a number of issues rel- 
ated to sociaidevelopment in the Arab World, and decided to 
extend assfctance to those Arab countries which were hit by 
drought and famine, Mr. Haj Hassan said. He said the meeting 
also endorsed a technical assistance programme to families in 
North Yemen and urged Arab states to attend an international 
conference on social development to be held in Japan in August 
1986. 
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Prince Mohammad • 
visits army division 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His 
Majesty King Hussein, on Sunday 
visited the Fourth Royal Arm- 
oured Division and inspected the 
various sections of the unit. The 
division's commander briefed Pri- 
nce Mohammad on the progress of 
wo rk of the division in line with 
royal directives. Later he visited 
the Prince Mohammad Brigade 
and was briefed on the brigade's 
activities and training and wat- 
ched an exercise performed by the 
brigade. 

Iraqi agriculture 
minister arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Agr- 
iculture Minis ter Siddiq Abdul 
Latif arrived in Amman Sunday 
evening on a two-day visit to Jor- 
dan. He will meet with his Jor- 
danian counterpart Ahmad Dak- 
hqan and other officials to discuss 
a number of matters connected 
with cooperation in agricultural 
affairs. Mr. Abdul Latif is also 
scheduled to visit a number of agr- 
icultural projects in Jordan. 

Experts discuss 
alternative energy 

KUWAIT (R) - Arab oO experts 
met here on Sunday to discuss act- 
ion to develop proposals for alt- 
ernative and renewable sources of 
energy, the Kuwait News Agency 
( KUNA) said. The proposals, the 
result of an Arab energy con- 
ference in Algiers last May, inc- 
lude a study aimed at introducing 
nuclear energy and a search .for 
uranium in the Arab World, it 
said. It quoted^ tte-^seexetaiy-*- 
general of the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Cou- 
ntries (OAPEC), Ali Attiga, as 
saying energy was the Arab 
World's only commodity with 
long-term export potential. 

‘Coop plotters wanted 
to MU Babangida’ 

LAGOS (R) — The plotters of a 
coup foiled last week planned to 
kill Nigeria's military leader. 
General Ibrahim Babangida. with 
a bomb planted on his plane, the 
independent newspaper Sunday 
Tribune reported. The paper said 
the coup plotters had enlisted the 
support of senior air force officers 
to plant the bomb. Other targets 
were the number two. Com- 
modore Hbitu Ukrwe, and army 
chief General Sani Abacha.it said. 
Western diplomats said a court 
martial in Lagos was already try- 
ing the alleged plotters and it see- 
med punishment would be swift. 

Heart transplant 
patient dies in Poland 

WARSAW (R) - Poland’s third 
and longesr-Kwed heart transplant 
patient, Zygraunt Chruszcz, died 
on Saturday 39 days after his ope- 
ration , the Polish news agency 
(PAP) said. Chruszcz, 25, died of 
pneumonia at the provincial car- 
diology ciinic in the southern town 
of Zabrae, he showed no signs of. 
having rejected his new heart, the 
agency said. Poland's first heart 
transplant patient 16 years ago 
died during the operation and the 
second after six days last Nov- 
ember, 
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Jordan-Syria rapprochement 
has had no negative impact on 
Amman-Baghdad ties — Ramadan 


By Lands IC Andonf 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq’s first deputy prime min- 
ister, Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadan, said on 
Sunday that the recent improvement in 
Jordanian-Syrian relations has had no neg- 
ative impact on the strong and brotherly rel- 
ations between Jordan and Iraq, and “we 
expect those relations to grow even stronger 
in 1986.” 

last August, has failed so far to 
achieve any step towards rec- 
onciling Iraq with Syria. 

“There have been no results at 
alC'was Mr. Ramadan's com-, 
meat when asked about efforts by 
the committee to heal the rift bet- 
ween die two countries. 

Differences between Iraq and* 
Syria, which are ruled- by rival 
wings of the Arab Baatitist Early, 
stem from Syria’s support of Iran 
mitswar against Iraq. The rift also 
covers a number of other political 
issues including Syria's opposition 
to the leadership of Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Char 
irman Yasser Arafat, title Syrian 
role in Lebanon and Iraq's rel- 
ations with Egypt 
Mr. Ramadan, who headed his 
country’s team to an Arab 
League^sponsared . reconciliation 
faceting with . Libya in Rabat last 


In an interview with the Jordan 
Tunes and its sister Arabic daily 
A 1 Ra’i during his two-day visit- 
bere, Mr. Ranadan said he did not 
want to speculate on the possible 
impact on the Arab scene of foil 
normalisation of relations bet- 
ween Jordan and Syria, but said 
the improvement in ties between 
Amman and Damascus “has had 
no negative impact on our strong 
and brotherly relations” with Jor- 
dan. 

“On the contrary, we are wor- 
king with Jordan to improve our 
relatkras further, and expect the 
year 1986 to witness substantial 
growth in the volume of trade and- * 
economic exchange,” said Mr. 
Ramadan. 

The Iraqi leader disclosed that 
an Arab reconciliation team, 
which has been formed at an ext- 
raordinary summit in Casablanca 


month, denied reports that- an 
Iraqi-Libyan rapprochement was 
in the offing. 

“Iraq maintains a principled 
position on relations with Libya ” 
he said. Iraq severed diplomatic 
relations with Libya last June after 
Tripoli announced that it would 
sign a strategic alliance agreement 
with Iran. 

Mr. Ramadan, who delivered a 
message to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein from Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on Saturday, described* 
hjs two days of talks with Jor- 
danian officials as “very positive.” 

He said that the year 1986 will 
witness a substantial growth in the 
volume of trade and economic 
exchange between the two cou- 
ntries. “We have also agreed that 
the hi gher Jordanian-Iraqi com- 
mittee should meet once a year to- 
follow up and review the dev- 
elopment of relations and coo- 
peration between the two cou- 
ntries” he said. 

Mr. Ramadan said that his visit 
to Jordan was in response to a Jor- 
danian invitation. The visit was 
by a visit by His Royal 
; Crown Prince Hassan to 
Iraq two weeks ago, during which 
he held talks with President Hus- 
sein and visited the Iraqi warfront. 

Mr. Ramadan accompanied 
President Hussein in the Iraqi lea- 
der’s visit to the Soviet union 
since the Iran-Iraq war broke out 
in September 198D. Mr. Ramadan 


said that the visit was “successful” 
and “Iraqi-Soviet relations are 
developing in all fields.” 

“But our relations with the Sov- 
iet Union are still below our exp- 
ectations,” he said. He (fid not 
elaborate but said that both Iraq 
and the Soviet Union “have ide- 
ntical views and evaluations of the 
Iranian regime and on Iran's agg- 
ressive policies.” 

“The Soviet Union expressed 
full support for Iraq’s efforts to 
find an end to the war through 
peaceful negotiations," he said. 

The Iraqi leader said the Soviet 
Union “will play a more effective 
role in efforts to seek an end to the 
war.” He refused to give more 
details but said that the Soviet 
Union “knows what it could do” 
to contribute to peace efforts in 
the Gulf. 

Reports from Moscow and Iraq 
last week said that Iraq had sought 
advanced Soviet weapons. Mr. 
-Ramadan did not deny or confirm 
these reports but indicated that 
Iraq was very satisfied with the 
results of last week’s talks con- 
cerning its needs for weapons. 

“The Soviet Union has become 
our main source of weapons and 
there are do problems over that 
issue,” he said. 

He said President Hussein also 
discussed die Palestinian question 
with the Soviet leadership. “The 

(Continued on page 2) 


in SLA [cofitaets with kidnappers 

shelling 


BEIRUT (AP) - Israeli-backed 
militiamen shelled overnight two 
villages in South Lebanon killing 
five civilians and wounding eight, 
police said Sunday. 

In Beirut, one person was killed 
as rival militiamen battled across 
the capital’s dividing green line 
with mortars and rocket- 
propelled grenades. Police rep- 
orted four others were wounded. 

The shelling of the villages of 
Kafra and Yater, 18 kflpmetres 
east of foe port city of Tyre, was 
the second artillery -attack by the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia this week. 

On Friday, SLA gunners poo- ' 
nded leftist militia positions near 
Sidon and police said one fighter 
was killed. 

Kafra and Yater are located on 
the fringes of Israel's self-styled 
“security zone,” which is con- 
trolled by some 2,000 SLA mil- 
itiamen. 

Security sources said 90 per 
cent of the villagers of Kafra. and 
Yater fled north as the SLA sto- 
op artillezy attacks in Oct- 


Anti- Israeli fighters say the 
SLA is trying to create a five- 
kilometre wide “dead zone” -to 
protect Israel's “security rone. 


BEIRUT (R) — 1 Britain’s anib-’ 
assador in Lebanon on. Sunday 
appealed to the captors of jou- 
rnalist Alec Collett to contact the 
embassy after they seot a video 
tape of the missing Briton to a Bei- 
rut newspaper. 

“I would Hke to ask the kid- 
nappers to contact the British 
embassy or (British church envoy) 
Terry Waite for humanitarian rea- 
sons” 1 Ambassador John Gray 
told An Nahar newspaper. 

• Mr. GaDeti’seaptorc delivered a 
video tape to An Nahar on Sat- 
urday. in which the 63-year-bkl 
journalist asked British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher to 
help obtain his release. 

“We are studying the message 
carefully ” Mr. Gray said. 

Apparently reading a text, Mr. 
Collett urged Mis; Thatcher to 
give “utmost consideration” to 
demands for die, release of Arabs 
and Muslims in British jails made 
for the self-styled “Revolutionary 
Organisation of Socialist .Mus- 
lims.” 1 

Mr. Gray told An Nahar the 
video was antfw itic and said he 
was at the disposal of the ksd- 
nappers if they wished to speak to 
him . The tape was flie first news of 
Mr. Collett since another video 
tape reached his family in May, 
two months after his kidnap. - 
Mr. Collett was on assignment 


for the UN. Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees 
(UNRWA) when he was seized. 

Mr. Waite, on his third trip to. 
Beirut to intercede with the cap- 
tors of four Americans, has also 
said he would like to meet the 
group holding Mr. Collett. 

Acting for Archbishop of Can- 
terbury Robert Runcie, Mr. Waite 
dropped oat of sight for the sec- 
ond day Sunday as be pursued his 
mission in secrecy. 

The kidnap of tiie US. hostages 
— Catholic priest Lawrence 
Jenco, journalist Terry Anderson, 
university professor Thomas Sut- 
herland and hospital director 
David Jacobsen — was claimed by 
anonymous callers for the “Isl- 
amic Jihad” '(holy war) group. 

Islamic Jihad said in October it 
had trille d US. diplomat W iTTiam 
Buckley, but his death has not 
been confirmed. It claimed the 
kidnap a year ago of a sixth Ame- 
rican/ librarian Peter Kilbura, but 
has not mentioned him for 
months . 

Mr. Jenco, Mr. Anderson, Mr. 
Jacobsen and Mr. Sutherland 
appealed to President Reagan to 
get them home by Christmas in a 
letter released on Nov. 8. . 

Mr. Waite said a release was 
possible “if common sense and 
reason prevail” 


TASS interprets delay in U.S. nuclear 
test as consideration for moratorium 


MOSCOW (AP) - The Soviet 
news agency TA2SS said on Sunday 
that US. postponement of an 
underground nuclear blast in 
hfevada may mdkate Washington 
is heeding ' the voice of reason” 
and fffflatteing the Kremlin's 
proposal for a superpower ban cm 
nuclear testing. 

However, a spokesman for the 
US. Department of Energy said 
Saturday that detonation of the. 
“Goldsfote” znxiear device wasj. 
delayed on Thursday and again 
two days later because of winds' 
blowing toward populated areas 
of Nevada and Catifonria. > 

In a separate ne w spa per int- 
erview, a 


The agency noted that the Sov- 
iet Union imposed a unilateral 
moratorium on xindear explosions 
on Aug. 6, r nnuinp through the 
end of the year, ana Soviet leader 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev has offered 

to extend tire ban in 1986 if the 
United States agreesto halt Its tes- 


the United States is reluctant to 
agree to. the proposed test ban 
because it wants to pursue its str- — 

ategic defence injttoe^DI), a for Ac JJjfcaa Mn^y daBy 
mwalrAwH dnh hfd KtHSHaya ZvC/Jfl (Red Star) & day 

nr that c *hrrfh the Soviet 


^ there were no 

grirh signs from the United States' 
tffl now” TASS said. 

. US. scientists hope the “Gd- 
dktone? test will fadp. them learn 
how to use a nuclear explosion to 
"produce X-ray lasers that could be 
focused to knockout enemy mis- 
siles m the event erf an attack. Such, 
a laser would have a fraction of a 
second to fire before the explosion 
destroyed it 

TASS repeated charges made 


set up on-rite verification mea- 
sures and tha t six other nations — 
Argentina, Greece, India, Mex- 
ico, Tanzania and Sweden — par- 
ticipate in monitoring compliance 
tw setting up special tracking sta- 
tions. 

"As is justly recognised by 
.many observers, these proposals 
opened up practical possibilities 
for a rmdnaHy acceptable solution 
of foe question of mutual mor- 
atormm t ”TASS said. 

what does the United Sta- 
ted deration to put off an und- 
erground nuclear explosion 
qiean?” TASS asked. “Is it a res- 
ponse to the recent Soviet pro- 


_ Wars.’ 

“According to 

came from tire U; 
underground n nd ear 


that 
States, an 
[plosion 


planned far Dec. 19, dnring which 
a nudear-pumped laser was to be 
used, has boa put off,”TASS said 
on Sunday. 


earlier that “berth foe Soviet 
Union and foe United States have - 
quite perfect national technical 
means which tan reliably ensure 
foe confidence of the sides flat foe 
moratorium is observed.” 

The news agency abo restated; 

Moscow’iproposaffoat both sides 


‘Tf so, then the possibility to get 
off tiie ground the solution of the 
jHobfem of nndear tests assumes 
red outlines. This is why that feet 
has not passed unnoticed. Many 
would like to see in it the sign of 
hopethatthe voice of reason starts 
prevailing among those who are 
.shapingfoe United States midear 
nolicyilf foe United States really 
attends to join in the moratorium 
it could become a good 
■foe coming year 1986.' 


Cheysson 
visits APC, 
development 
projects 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday 
accompanied visiting European 
Community (EC) envoy Claude 
Cheysson on a tour of a number of 
industrial and agricultural pro- 
jects in the southern parts of Jor- 
dan to provide him with first-hand 
information about the Kingdom's 
development projects. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. Che- 
ysson first called at the Arab Pot- 
ash Company (APC) at Ghor Safi 
and neighbouring facilities where 
they were briefed on the potash 
extraction process, obstacles fee- 
ing its development and future 
targets, the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy, Petra, said. 

APC Director-General Omar 
Abdullah outlined the activities of 
the plant, its capacity and ope- 
rations. 

The Crown Prince and Mr. 
Cheysson, member of the Exe- 
cutive Commission of the EC in 
charge of North-South relations, 
visited agricultural projects in 
South Ghor. 

Jordan Valley Authority (J VA) 
President Munther Haddadin bri- 
efed them on a major project cur- 
rently being implemented by using 
drip irrigation. 

Later Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Cheysson visited Aqaba and were 
-briefed future plans and those 
underway to develop Aqaba city 
as well as projects being imp- 
lemented to promote the port city 
in the industrial and tourist fields. 

. Mr. Cheysson was received in 
audience by His Majesty King 
Hussein on Saturday. He also held 
a series of meetings with Prime 
Minister ZaidRifai and senior off- 
icials on efforts for peace in the 
Middle East . 

In a lecture he delivered at the 
World Affairs Council Saturday 
evening, Mr. Cheysson said the 
EC was "available to the Arab 
World** whenever it was needed. 
But the European Community’s 
reaction towazds developments in 
the Middle East depended on 
wfaatwasimtiated in the region, he 


However, he said, the Arabs 
were not telfing the EC enough on 
what Europe could do to help the 
peace efforts. 

The EC envoy is expected to 
hold a press conference m Amman 
before leaving for Cyprus on 
Monday. 
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Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and Iraq’s first deputy 
premier, Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadan, sign an agr- 

cement ou Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation on Sunday 
(Petra photo) 


Jordan, Iraq to boost trade 
exchange to $750m in 1986 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Iraq .on Sunday agreed to raise the 
volume of trade exchange bet- 
ween foe two countries to $750 
million in 1986 and drew up a 
comprehensive programme of act- 
ion to boost bilateral cooperation 
in all fields, including trade and 
economy, agriculture, industries 
and energy. 

Under a protocol signed here on 
Sunday, a higher committee and 
various sub-committees were joi- 
ntly set up by the two countries to 
implement the programme of act- 
ion. 

Under the agreement a higher 
committee, co-chaired by Prime 
Minister Zaid A] Rifai and Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yas- 
sin Ramadan, has been set up to 
undertake the task of planning 
future eco Domic cooperation. 

. The committee will be helped m 
its task by a joint team headed by 
concerned ministers from the two 
countries to follow up foe imp- 
lementation of projects the two 
sides agree on. 

The two sides also agreed to set 
up sub-coraraittees to handle eco- 
nomic, trade, industrial, energy, 
transport, communications, cul- 
tural, and technical cooperation. 
These sub-committees will hold 
meetings every six months. 

Mr. Rifai and Mr. Ramadarf 
signed the agreement and later 
exchanged speeches on foe occ- 


asion. Mr. Ramadan voiced his 
deep happiness for his meeting 
with His Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday and his talks with Mr.. 
Rifai during his visit and exp- 
ressed satisfaction with the out- 
come of the Jonianian-Iraqi talks. 
He said agreement has been rea- 
died on holding periodic meetings 
of the Higher Iraqi-Jordanian 
Joint Committee, ana this reflects 
both countries’ keen interest on 
promoting bilateral cooperation. 

Mr. Ramadan said Iraq pledges 
to remain faithful to the dose bro- 
therly ties with Jordan and its 
people. 

Mr. Rifai replied by saying Jor- 
dan and Iraq will continue to 
march along foe same path that 
had been outlined by King Hus- 
sein and Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“The higher committee has- 
been entrusted with the work of 
fulfilling the aspirations of foe two 
leaders, and translating them into 
concrete results that can benefit 
the whole Arab Nation, and we 
hope that we will succeed in this 
mission,” Mr. Rifai said. 

Iraqi Minister of Transport and 
Communications Abdul Jabbar 
AJ Assadi and Minister of Ind- 
ustry and Trade Rajai AJ Muasher 
signed minutes of foe joint Iraqi- 
Jordanian committee which held 
meetings in Amman between Dec. 
19 and Dec. 22. 


The minutes provide for the fol- 
lowing: 

— Both countries undertake to 
increase foe volume of exchanged 
trade between them to $750 mil- 
lion in 1986, and to increase the 
annual quota of the Jordanian and 
Iraqi trade centres in Amman and 
Baghdad to JD 20 million each. 

Iraq will purchase Jordanian 
eggs, tomato paste, vegetables for 
processing purposes, raw cotton 
and potash in addition to those 
commodities included in a list agr- 
eed on in earlier meetings. Jordan 
wfll purchase a variety of Iraqi 
products, mostly matches, crude 
ofl, oil products, fertilisers and 
dates. 

— The two countries will con- 
clude a protocol on cooperation in 
energy- related affairs and the 
Iraqi side has agreed to extend the 
' mandate for an Iraqi 'team con- 
ducting seismological surveys for 
oil-prospecting in Jordan for ano- 
ther six months. 

— Both sides voiced their sat- 
isfaction with executive steps so 
far taken in transport affairs and 
both agreed on conducting com- 
prehensive feasibility studies for 
promoting cooperation in land, 
sea and air transport. 

— Both sides noted with sat- 
isfaction the serious steps so far 
taken by the Joint Iraqi-Jordanian 

(Contained on page 3) 


Libya assails U.S. 
protest on missiles 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Libya on 
Sunday dismissed US. protests 
over its acquisition of long-range 
anti-aircraft missiles, accusing foe 
United States of creating “a con- 
stant atmosphere of terror.” 

The Libyan news agency JANA 
said foe American reaction to 
reports that foe Soviet Union is 
installing surface-to-air (SAM)-5 
missiles in Libya demonstrated 
“this tyrant approach in her pol- 
icy.'" 

“America acts as if it had the 
right and means to attack others 
and protests against them if they 
possess means to defend the- 
mselves against her acts of agg- 
ression,” JANA quoted foe Lib- 
yan Foreign Ministry as saying. 

The Foreign Ministry statement 
described the missiles' purpose as 
'“the defence of the Gulf of Sirte 
(Sidra) and Libyan internal ter- 
ritorial waters.” 

The Washington Post reported 
on Saturday that the ground- 
to-air missiles ■» .'re being installed 
at two locations in the North Afr- 


ican nation, and could hit targets 
240 kilometres away. 

That would include possible 
U.S. reconnaissance planes flying 
over the Gulf of Sidra, which 
Libya considers its territory but 
which the United States contends . 
fells in international waters. 

The Post said the SAM-5 is the 
longest range anti-aircraft weapon 
foe Soviets have given to Ubya, 
though previous SA series missiles 
with a range of up to 65 kilometres 
have been installed. 

The Gulf of Sidra is where US. 
F-I4 fighters shot down two 
Soviet-birilt Libyan warplanes in 
1981. U.S. officials said they were 
attacked by the Libyan planes, but 
Libya demed the allegation. 

The U.S. State Department 
termed the news of the new mis- 
siles a “dangerous escalation” of 
the military links between the 
Libyans ana Soviets. 

■ The Washington Post quoted 
State Department spokesman 

(Continued on page 2) 


Libya, Syria to seek urgent 
Arab talks on Israel’s links 


BEIRUT (R) — Libya and Syria 
are to call an urgent Arab League 
meeting to discuss the restoration 
of diplomatic relations between 
Israel and certain African cou-. 
ritries, the official Libyan News 
Agency, JANA, said Sunday. 

The agency said the decision 
came at a meeting in Tripoli Sat- 
urday night between Libyan For- 
eign Minister Ali Abdul Salam Al 
Tureiki and his Syrian and Ir anian 
counterparts, Farouq A1 Shara’a 
and Ali Akbar Velayati. 

JANA quoted Mr. Tureiki as 
saying he had agreed with Mr. 
Velayati to add the subject to the. 
agenda of an Organisation of Isl- 
amic Conference (OIQ meeting 
to beheld in Morocco next month. 

. The Ivory Coast last week ren- 
ewed diplomatic ties with Israel, 


severed after the 1973 Mideast 
war, and Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said he expected 
four other African countries to fol- 
low suit. 

In a despatch from Tripoli on 
Mr. Velayatfs talks Saturday with 
Mr. Tureiki, the Banian news 
agency IRNA quoted the Iranian 
minister as saying “ Iran and Libya 
are so closely tied that an attack 
a gains t either of them is equally an 
attack against the other, ana to 
defend either of the two countries 
would be to defend the other as 
welL”' 

The Libyan minister said 
Iranian -Libyan relations were 
em itting “at a hi g h lever* and 
Mr, Velayati said they had been 
improved by a series of exchange 
visits. 


Gaza 
merchants 
stage strike 

OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Arab merchants in 
occupied Gaza Strip staged a str- 
ike on Saturday in protest against 
heavy taxes levied from them by 
foe occupation authorities. On 
Thursday foe Israeli authorities 
stormed Arab business est- 
ablishments and forced their own- 
ers to pay large amounts of money 
and also confiscated a large qua- 
ntity of jewels. 

In RamaUah in the West Bank, 
an Israeli military court on Sat- 
urday sentenced Mahmoud Assad 
Deeb, 16, and Mahmoud Hamed, 
15, both horn foe Dheisheh camp, 
to eight years imprisonment for 
allegedly attacking Israeli patrols 
with petrol borate. 

Another Arab citizen, Khaled 
Ali Saleh. 22, from Qalqilieh, was 
also sentenced by foe same court 
.to four years imprisonment for all- 
egedly belonging to the Pal- 
estinian liberation movement and 
resisting the Israeli occupation. 

In Gaza, an Israeli military 
court sentenced Jaber Metlaq 
Wes hah, 35, from A1 Bureij 
camp, to life imprisonment for 
allegedly taking part in several 
anti-Israeli operations, acquiring 
arms and killing an Israeli int- 
elligence man. 

Following a meeting with law- 
yer Jawad Poles at Ramallah mil- 
itary court, four Arab prisoners 
disclosed that a group of Israeli 
wardens stormed one of the pri- 
son's rooms at midnight last Sun- 
day and attacked 13 Arab det- 
ainees. 
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Violence thwarts Mideast 

•,* ■ 

peace hopes in 1985 



JORDAN TIMES, 


CAIRO — A spate of bracks, homMn gs and pol- 
itical murders thwarted efforts in 1985 for peace 
between Arab states and Israel. 


- By Joim Rogers 

Rauer 

At the end of a bloodstained 
year, the Middle East peace pro- 
cess was dormant, with Arab sta- 
tes themselves divided on this and 
other issues. 

In the Golf, the war between' 
Iran and Iraq, estimated to have 
cost half a mil li nn lives, sputtered 
. into a sixth year. 

The 10-year-fong dvfl war in 
Lebanon rambled on, d awning 
more than 3,200 lives this year. 
Neighbouring Syria pushed hard 
to broker a peace pact between 
Lebanese militias to stop the vio- 
lence. 

As the United States continued 
to give Israel unswerving support, 
the Soviet Union raised its dip-) 
lomatic profile in the region, est- 
ablishing diplomatic relations with 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates, and C hina promoted ties) 
with Arab nations. 

Amid the mayhem of 1985,! 
Saudi Arabia sent the first Arabi 
astronaut into space aboard the 
U.S. shuttle and Jordan carried 
ont the first heart transplant in the 
Arab World. 

Efforts by Arabs to make pro- 
gress towards long-term peace 
with Israel were pinned for most' 
<of 1985 on the Feb., 11 accord' 
between Palestine’ Liberation- 
Organisation (PLO) and Jordan. 

Many countries backed the idea 
of an international conference 
involving the superpowers to try- 
to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict 
after four wars in the last 37 years. . 

But hopes foundered in a swirl 
of violence , cross-currents in Arab 
politics and steadfast American 


and Israeli refusal to negotiate 
with the PLO because of its rej- 
ection of U-N. resolutions rec- 
ognising die Jewish state. 

The last in a series of setbacks to 
the peace process was the dra- 
matic hijacking of the Italian liner 
Achflle Laura by Palestinians in 
October. 

The hijackers from the Pal- 
estine Liberation Front, a PLO 
faction, seized the drip off Egypt 
and held 400 passengers and crew 
hostage demanding freedom for 
Palestinians held in Israel. An 
American tourist on board was kil- 
led. 

Egypt tried to fly the hijackers 
to Tunis but U.S. fighters int- 
ercepted the plane and forced it 
down in Italy, where tire four men 
were jailed. 

The “hijack of the hijackers’ 7 
embarrassed Egyptian president 
Hosni Mubarak and jolted U.S. 
relations with Cairo. . 

Egypt was embroiled in another 
guerrilla drama last month when 
■an Egyptair Boeing was hijacked 
to Malta. Egypt sent commandos 
to storm the aircraft, leaving 60 
passengers, crew and ■ gunmen 
dead. 

Negotiation resolved an earlier 
hijack of a TWA jet to Beirut, 
where 39' Americans were held 
hostage for two weeks in June^ 

The hijackers shot dead a U.S. 
serviceman before handing the], 
hostages to the Shfite Anal mil- 
itia. Though a deal was denied, the 
hostages were freed and Israel 
began releasing 730 prisoners who 
had been transferred from South 
Lebanon to Israeli jaSs. 

Gunmen also struck m Cyprus, 


murdering three Israelis bn a 
-yacht in a September raid. In “ret- 
aliation,” Israeli warplanes bom- 
bed PLO headquarters in Tunis, 
killing more than 60 people in a 
widely condemned attack. 

Cyprus was hit by other kflh'pgs 
and bombings rooted in the Mid- 
east conflict and Lebanon'S feuds, 1 
pr o mpting President Spyros Kyp- 
.rianou to urge friends in the region 
not to turn the island “into a field 
of violence.” 

In Kuwait the emir, Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, esc- 
aped an assassination attempt in 
May when a suicide car bomber 
■rammed his motorcade. 

Civil war drags on 

Lebanon's civil war dragged on, 
.with savage battles between rival 
militias evading a high toll in the 
divided capital Beirut and other 
cities like Tripoli. Some 450 peo- 
ple, mostly innocent civilians, died 
in car bomb attacks. 

Some 30 foreigners were kid- 
napped and up to 12 — six Ame- 
ricans, four Frenchmen, a Briton 
and an Italian —were still misting. 
Pro-Iranian extremists are bel- 
ieved responsible for most of the’ 
abductions. 

Moscow was stung by Leb- 
anon’s violence for the first time 
when four Soviet embassy officials, 
were kidnapped. One was killed 
and the others were held for a. 
month. 

In southern Lebanon, Israel 
said it withdrew the bulk of its for- 
ces to end a three-year* occ- 
upation. But it still patrols a self- 
styled “security zone” and has to 
contend with suicide bombers. 

The Lebanese economy afro 
took a battering, the pound plu- 


mmeting 50 per’ cent against the 
US. dollar in the year. 

Other Middle East countries 
were beset by economic problems, 
with Gulf oil producers sliding 
into recession because of falling 
oil prices. 

Toe Iraqis were trying to choke 
off Iran’s oil exports by flying 
more than 50 bombing raids on 
the mam Kbarg Island terminal 
. By year-end, Iran was reported 
preparing for a major ground off- 
ensive after the two countries lau- 
nched inconclusive missile and air 
strikes against each other’s cities 
in the spring. 

But there was no sign of either 
side gaining a decisive military 
advantage. Gulf and other med- 
iation efforts made do apparent 
headway. 

A serious breach in Arab ranks 
-was patched up when the Arab 
League helped reconcile Jordan 
and Syria, estranged for four years 
over the Gulf war, Arafat and 
peace moves with Israel. 

- But the league made little pro- 
gress mending fences between 
.Iraq and both Syria and Libya, 
which support Iran in the Gulf 
war. Ana tension flared between 
Libya and Egypt. 

The Egyptians suspected a Lib- 
yan hand behind the Malta hijack 
and put troops on the alert along 
foe Libyan bolder. 

The political rifts forced Saudi 
Arabia to delay an Arab summit it' 
planned to host in November. 

Five countries, including Syria 
and Libya, boycotted an ext- 
raordinary summit in Casablanca 
last August. Egypt was not invited 
because it was suspended from the 
Arab League for signing a sep- 
arate peace treaty with Israel in 
1979. 


Ramadan: Closer Jordan-Syria ties has had no negative impact 

(Continued from page 1) Mr. Ramadan talked at length “It is unlikely that die Iranian Domic field, 'with Eevot in orde 


president stressed Iraq’s support 
of the PLO, under the leadership 
of Arafat, as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
poaple” Mr. Ramadan said. He 
said that the Soviet Union will 
play a greater and more effective 
role in efforts to solve the Pal- 
estinian problem. He did not ela- 
borate. 

Baghdad has become a major 
location forthe PLO leadership to 
meet and reports have suggested 
that the organisation will move its 
headquarters to the Iraqi capital. 

Mr. Ramadan denied any kno- 
wledge of such information. 
“There is no political significance 
for die PLO’s meetings in Bag- 
hdad.” he said. 

Mr. Ramadan said Iraq “will 
not interfere in the PLO’s dec- 
isions and wrfll not try to talk the 
PLO into accepting United Nat- 
ions Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338.” Iraq has never said 
it accepts these two resolutions, 
Mr. Ramadan said." So how could 
we try to convince the PLO to acc- 
ept something we ourselves do not 
accept?” he asked. 

Mr. Ramadan said, however, 
that Iraq respects the PLO’s dec- 
ision and “will not try to patronise 
tiie organisation.”' 


Mr. Ramadan talked at length 
about hfr country's strategy to 
force Iran into ending foe five- 
year war with Iraq. He said Iraq 
wall continue to ltit vM economic 
installations ia Iran in order to 
chain foe sources of the I ranian 
government and force it into 
peace negotiations. 

“We do not aim at destroying' 
Iran but we want to deprive the' 
Iranian regime of the sources that 
fund its war against us ”'he said. 

In reply to. a question on the 
current situation m foe war, Mr. 
Ramadan said Iran has defined a 
major offensive. He outlined 
three reasons that, in his view, 
compelled foe Iranians to delay, 
the offensive. 

— First, the Iranians are rec- 

onsidering their calculations after 
the heavy losses they have suf- 
fered; * 

— Second, the erosion of popular 
support for the Iranian regime and 
for the war against Iraq; and 

— foe lack of a unified and dec- 
isive Arab stand in support of 
Iraq. “If it was not for the absence 
of a decisive Arab position foe war 
would have stopped a long time 
ago,” he said. . 

Mr. Ramadan, who is also the 
leader of foe Iraqi People’s Army, 
did not rule out an Iranian off- 
ensive in the near future.. 


“It is unlikely that the Ir anian 
leaders wall stop the war, from 
which they derive their raison cPe- . 
tre,”Tie said. 

Mr. Ramadan yu rt Iraq has no 
plans to take a unilateral decision 
to restore diplomatic relations 
with Egypt. “Restoring dip- 
lomatic relations with Egypt is an 
Arab decision and should be done 
through an Arab League res- 
olution and should be preceded by 
negotiations between the Arabs 
and Egypt on the latter’s relations ' 
with Israel ” he said. 

Iraq’s approach to relations:-, 
with Egypt, as outlined by foe 
Iraqi leader. Is based on int- 
ensifying contacts and coo- 
peration, particularly in foe eco- 


Libya assails U.S. protest 


(Continued from page 1) 

Charles Redman as saying del- 
ivery of the missiles, foe most adv- 
anced in Libya’s armoury, was a 
“significant and dangerous esc- 
alation in the Soviet-Ubyan arms 
relationship.” 

“Ibis dearly exceeds any leg- 
itimate security requirements foe 
Libyans have,”” the newspaper 
quoted him-as saying. 

“America,”' the foreign Min- 
istry statement said, “is orientated 


by setf-deception and arrogance, 
and acts as if the globe were a ball 

in her hand or under her foot 
which doesn’t belong to all man- 
kind.” 

It said American protests over 
Libya's acquisition of the missiles 
“for solely defensive purposes” 
contradicted “foe U.S. acquisition 
of long-range missiles, aircrafts 
and fleets to threaten the security 
of other peoples, rode their sta- 

S r and impose a constant atm-- 
ere of tenor on them.” 


Egypt 

indicts 

alleged 

Libyan 

agents 


Domic field, 'with Egypt in order 
“to gradually rid Egypt from the 
situation it is in.” Mr. Ramadan 
was referring to the 1979 Camp 
David peace accord which Iraq 
categorically rejects. 

He refused to say whether Iraq 
would support an Arab decision to 
readmit Egypt to the Arab League 
but stressed that “efforts to bring 
Egypt back to foe Arab fold are 
not necessarily linked to foe rea- 
dmission of -Egypt to the -Arab 
League.” .v- ■ . . 

“In our view, all of us (foe Arab 
countries) should help Egypt ret- 
urn to the Arab fold through str- 
engthening relations with Egypt 
on bilateral basis,”1ie said. j 


Israeli Arabs demonstrate against 
discrimination in municipal funding 


CAIRO (AP) — The prosecution 
has indicted and refeired to court 
eight alleged Libyan agents on 
charges of pkrrtmg subversive acts 
to destabilise the Egyptian gov- 
ernment, Cairo newspapeissaid in 
Sunday early editions. 

The mdkhnent called for the, 
.execution of seven of the eight; 
who are all Egyptians, according 
to newspapers’ reports which fai- 
led to mention the prosecution’s 
demand for the eighth person. 

The newspaper A1 Ahram said 
meanwhile that prosecutor Ragaa 
AI Arabi, hag also fofi 

rearrest of seven of the def- 
endants, indicating they were rel- 
eased by a lower court after they 
were arrested last March. 

A list of names published by the 
Cairo daily Al Akhbar showed 
that two of the defendants escaped 
the oountry but neither the pub- 
lished indictment nor the list spe- 
cified foe names of those warned 
for rearrest. 

The report could not be verified 
immediately due to foe la*« hour 
here. 

The indictment said the def- 
endants communicated with 
Libya's intelligence service for 
under taking subversive acts in 
Egypt and sought to recruit other 
Egyptians for receiving training ini 
Libya on the use of explosives and' 
other weapons in return for 
money. 

In disclosing their arrest on 
April 1, the state-owned Middle 
East News Agency said that aut- 
horities had monitored the. 
group’s activities and contacts 
with Libyan intelligence, both in 
Egypt and abroad for seven 
months before cracking down on 
them. 

The agency said Greece, Tur- 
key and Libya were scene for the 
groups contact, with Libya. 

Libya has been accused of sen- 
ding saboteur to Egypt to des- 
tabilise its government since the 
1970’s when Col. Muammar 
QadhafPs offer to merge his cou- 
ntry with Egypt was rejected. 

Warrants were issued last week 
for the arrest of three Libyan off- 
icers and four other Libyans were 
indicted in connection with a plot : 
to kiD two Libyan political ref-, 
ugees in Egypt last month. 

Famine aid 
trucks arrive 
in bad condition 

ASSAB, Ethiopia (R) — Forty- 
three trucks donated by the. Bri- 
tish rock charity Band Aid to tra- 
nsport famine relief supplies arr- 
ived at this Red Sea port in a dil- 
apidated condition. United Nat- 
ions official Burk Oberiee has told 
Reuters v 

Mr. Oberiee, who is in charge of 
monitoring the handling of relief 
supplies at Assab, said the trucks,.' 
bought second-hand and unl- 
oaded from ships here, would 
need major maintenance. 


NAZARETH, Israel (AP) - 
More than one thousand Israeli 
Arabs staged a protest march in 
the city where Jews lived to thr- 
eaten a general strike against dis- 
crimination in municipal funding. 

The crowd, led by four mayors 
of Arab towns and villages, pro- 
tested inequalities in the dis- 
tribution of government funds to 
.municipalities and local councils, 
and what it believed to be a Jewish- 
takeover of the Galilee, Naz- 
areth’s mayor Tewfiq Zayyad told 
the Associated Press. 

The marchers, mainly young 
men, gathered in foe shadow of 
the Basilica of the Annunciation 
Saturday, where according to tra- 
dition foe angel told the Virgin 

Mary she would give birth to a son. 
Their chants for Arab equality in 
Israel echoed off store fronts tri- 
mmed with Christmas trees and 
gre en and red lights, and the 
march stopped traffic in a city 
jammed with pre-holiday pil— 


The demonstrators’ charges, 
winch have afro been made by 
-Arab council leaders throughout 
the northern Galilee district, are 
that foe government gives their 
towns and villages less money per 


head for local development pro- 
jects than is given to Jewish set- 
tlements of the same size. 

Mr. Zayyad, who is afro a 
Communist Party member of the 
Knesset, Israel's parliament, said 
Arab communities receive an ave- 
rage of $60 per head annually in 
government assistance, while Jew- 
ish communities receive S300 per 
'head. “.This is a struggle for equ- 
ality in budgets,” Mr. Zayyad said. 

There have also been several 
dashes between villagers and gov- 
ernment and police car- 

rying out the demolition of houses 
bufltiUegaUy in Arab villages. The 
Arab Coundl leaders charged that 
the bouses arc illegal only because 
foe Interior ' Ministry is unr- 
easonably reftming to approve the • 
town plans. 

Another grievance was what the 
protesters called the “con- 
fiscation” of Arab-owned land by 
foe government for new Jewish 
villages and for military training 
areas. “We are citizens here, too. 
We have no other homeland,” Mr. 
Zayyad said. 

Mr. Zayyad warned that the 
700,000 Israeli Arabs will walk off 
their jobs if the government does 
not stop the alleged discrimination 


In allocating money to local fite - 

utils. 

“We would paralyse eve- 
rything,” Mr. Zayyad ym ed. 
pointing to the suifcrt effect oa 
agriculture/ industry and odo* 
Suction work throughout foe 
country. Arab citizens m ake y 
about one-sixth of the country's, 
population of 4.2 million, Ano- 
t he r 1 .3 minio n Patcsti m a i B five in 

J ■ J A/utttimlrMNt f%rn 


Strip. 

He did nor indicate s date for 
the threatened strike, or how long 
it would last But he said be and 
other Arab mayors planned to 
meet with Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres on - Wednesday, Christmas 
Day, to try to ease tensions bet- 
ween toe Arab population and the 
government. 

The Arab mayors have already 
met with Mr. Peres twice in toe 
past year, but Mr. Zayyad com- 
plained that “we received nothing 
but promises.” 

Carrying placards, one reading 
“Equality And Rights For Arabs 
And Local Councils,” the ‘mar- 
chers ended with a rally at the 
Greek Orthodox Church, sto- 
pping just short of the city's Jewish 
neighbourhood where armed bor- 
der police were stationed. 


Chinese minister arrives in UAE 


ABU DHABI (R) 
Foreign Minister Wu 


— Chinese 
Xueqian arr- 


ived here from Cairo Sunday for a 
three-day visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and talks exp- 
ected to focus on political and 
economic cooperation, Chinese 
embassy officials said 

Official talks between Mr. Wn 
and UAE- Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Rashid Abdullah 
were expected to cover the Middle 
East problem and the Iran-Iraq 


war, they said. 

They would afro cover eco- 
nomic cooperation and ways to 
boost ties between the two states, 
which established diploma tic rel- 
ations a year ago. 

Chinese Vice- Premier Yao 
Yflin signed an economic accord 
with his UAE counterpart Sheikh 

H’amdan 'Ibn M ohamma d rfnrmg a 
visit here last month c ommitting 
both sides to expand trade and 
explore joim ventures which could 


cover oil, foodstuffs a nd tourism. 

Despite ideological differences 
with Peking’s Communist gov- 
ernment, the UAE applauds its 
long -s tanding support for the Pal- 
estinian cause. 

Mr. Wo, on a five-nation Mid- 
dle East tour has visited Iraq, Jor- 
dan, Syria and Egypt. A Chinese 
embassy official said Mr. Wu 
would leave here on Dec. 24 and 
fly to Dhaka for a short visit to 
Bangladesh before returning 
home. 


Iran says it will halt offensive 
if U.N. names Iraq as aggressor 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran's 
volunteer call-up fin: a new Gulf 
war offensive would stop if the 
United Nations named Iraq an 
aggressor nation, responsible for 
war reparations, Iran’s par- 
liamentary speaker sakL 

The Islamic Republic new- 
spaper Sunday said Speaker Ali 
AJcbar Hashemi Rafsanjani told 
troops on their way to the war 
front: “The U.N. must accept that 
the Iraq is the aggressor and is res- ■ 
poosfole for all the war damages, 
and must decl are to the world that 
the Iraqi regime has to pay war* 
reparations to Iran.”' 

. Iran claims about $200 billion 
in reparations from Iraq for dam- 
age caused in the five-year old 
war. 

Mir. Rafsanjani, who is also the 
spokesman for Iran’s Supreme 
Defence Council, added: “If you, 
as the UN. or Security Council 
say this, then we wouldnotfeel toe 
need to mobilise our people from 
across the country and despatch 
them to toe fronts.” 

Tens of thousands of I ranian 
“Basij” vohmteeis have been sent 
to front lines over the past three 
months and diplomats say Iran 
may have as many as two'mfllion 
troops massed to attack. 


Iraq’s Foreign Minister Tareq 
Am sent a message to the UN. 
last week asking it to help stop the 
Iranian offensive. 

Referring to this, Mr. Raf- 
sanjani asked: “ Why did not Iraq 
ask the opinion of the United Nat- 
ions when onr cities were being 
destroyed by Russian missiles , 
when Iraq threatened our gjrRwes 
or when it attacked our com- 
mercial shipping?”' 

IVfr. 'Rafraitiafo'edlded' a War- 
ning two days ago by President Ali 
Khamenei that the Soviet Union, 
one of Iraq’s main arms suppliers, 
should not strain its relations with 
Iran by continuing support for 
Baghdad. 

Referring to the Soviet abs- 
tention on. a United Nations vote 
on concern over alleged violation 
of human rights in Iran, he said: 
“We hope toe Soviet leaders, who 
in toe UN. vote on the resolution 
about Iran proved they can be rea- 
listic, will continue on this cou- 
rse... 

“We favour the continuation of 
toe two countries’ relations in the 
framework of peaceful co- 
existence.” 

Iranian leaders have recently 
been warning that a major off- 


ensive against Iraq is imminent. 
Diplomats in the Iraqi capital, 
Baghdad, estimate that as many as 
half a million I ranian troops have' 
massed along the frontline. 

Li Iran itself “Carbala car- 
avans’ 'of volunteers depart daily 
for the. front from cities thr- 
oughout the country after ela- 
borate departure ceremonies bro- 
: adcast by foe state televiskm. Car- 
bala is a city in Iraq considered as 
"their major shrink by the * ShTite 
Muslims of Iran, the country’s 
predominant re ligio n* group. 

Iraq’s appeal to the Security 
coundl was made through a letter' 
by Mr. Aziz, addressed to the 
UN. Secretary General. The text 
of the letter was released at tire 
UN, Headquarters m New York. 

The letter said that Iran intends 
to launch “an extensive and 
large-scale offensive with the arm 
of occupying Iraqi territory and erf 
t hrea te n i ng Iraq’s national sov- 
ereignty. 

“For a number of weeks the 
Iranian leaders have continually 
a nno unced their intentions of 
doing so and boasted of the per- 
sonnel and equipment they are 
mobilising. 
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* A painty^ (sfaBrition by Hbatid Khr- 
eis at the Spanish Cultural Ctentrc (until 
Dec. 30). 

* A flower arrange m e nt adriUtion 
(flowers made irf ceramics, copper, pla- 
stic, silk) by Ynsra Abo Gfaazafeh at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec. 30) 
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ntings and graphics at (be Fine Arts 
Association (until Dec. 27) 
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Univexsty of Jordan library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Mmu: Jewelry and oo»- 
tomes ewer 100 yeaxs okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jonah (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hoars: 940 tun. -3 
pan. Year-round. TtL 651760. 

Whra ArrhaanlniJriil Mmanr Has an 

eac c e ftww mTVrtinn ci rtw antfrpitjjft 

fortm. Jabal Al Oaf a (Qtadd HxU). 
Opening boms: 9 j 00 am. --5.00 pan. 
On&kys and official holidays 10.00 am. 
4.00 ml) Closed Tuesdays. 
Jo wliwN wie M lG«H«yContahaacol- 
ketien of painting*, tetamica; and acu- 
tpfc -c by co^Euoorary Islamic artists 
fiomnQsttrftbeJnB^oomitnesaixla 


collection of paintin gs by 19fl» Gen tiny 
orientalist artists. Mnntazah, Jabal 
Lnwrahdeh. Opening boms: 1CUX) aj n . 
130 pm. ana 3.00 pm. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Itacsdays. TeL 630128. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Uens Aunsa CU>. Meetings ewer j 
first and dud Wednesday at (he tfot- 
iday Inn, 130 pm. 

Uns PWairipMa C3nb. Meetings 
ewy second and fourth Wednesday at 
die Ammon Hotel, 730 pm. 
PbfoaMUUa Botaar Cub. Meetings. 


every Wednesday at the HoBday Inn. 

RMayOb. Meetings every Tuesday 
attbefoscxcoofinenralBoteL^LOOpm. 
Royal Aotanobfle GW>. Jabal Amman, 
.Eighth Code. TeL 813261. 815410. 


CHURCHES 

St Joseph Chari (Roman Catholic) 
label Amman, reL 624590. 

Qaxth o( foe Ai— ninth— (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lmeabddi. 637440. 
De la SwOe Chari (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hosseitt, 661757. 

Chari of die Anoadatton (Greek 
OrthodcocVAbdafi. 623541. 

AegScas Q—ri (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 678906. 
Armenian Cathode Cfemh Aforafiefa, 

771331. 

Armadas flrthnrlng Owri AdwafMi, 
775261. 

St. Epbrefin Chmh (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Ananas jfo adh—j Church (Inter- 
rit m nmi na fWiaiy meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Straesani. 677534 
Fnaigrliral Latham Qwri , Jabal 
Amman, 6th Grdc, (Rev. N. Stnir), 
TeL 811295. 

R4obcw Congreg ati on (International, 
IterdeiwminationaJ) meets in foe 
Church of foe Redeemer, Jabal 
■Amman. TeL 663249J 


PRAYER TIMES 


8546 

06-35 

1135 

MelS 1 

1635 

1843 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Duha 

■ ■ ■ Dh a h r 

‘Asr 


QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-Bne ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 


ormatkm department m the uemAm 
Imernaatmat Airport teL (08) 53200-5, 
where It should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


.avres 

09i45 

69545 

1040 

10 m 

Cairo (RJ 

Muscat, Dubai (RJ 

Aqaba (RJ 

„„ „ Damascus (RJ) 

Aba Dhabi. Bahrain ®J 

1335 


13>*5 

15:10 

Kuwait (kU 

17d0 ___ 

1&15 

18:15 „ 

Cairo (RJ 

Casablanca, Tunis (RJ 

18i3S 

Ifo45 

19530 

00-05 

Cairo (MS 

Baghdad (IA 



DEPARTURES 


0645 Damascus. Athens (OA) 

•645 Frankfort (LHj 

0738 ^ Aqaba (RJ) 

U30 Vienna, Chicago, Los Angeles 
(RJ) 

1240 Lanaca, Pads (RJ 

1235 Frankfort. Copenhagen (RJ 

13-30 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

1330 Cairo (RJ) 

1405 Istanbul fm 

1540 Kuwait (taJ) 

1640 Medina, Jeddah (SV 

MOO Cairo (MS) 

1930 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

1945 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2040 — Damascus (RJ) 


1330 

1425 

15300 

1641 

19*20 

1930 

1945 

2040 

2040 

20-15 _ 

20-30 

20*5 

2105 _ 


Cairo 

.Aim Dhabi, Dubai | 


UJL Eterfod pound 

US-doTj-Zr.. 
W. German ma± _ 


.SOM 331.fi 
.3685/ 372 

.147J^ 1483 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman go v e m o ra re 891228 

Amman civil defence 198, 199 

CSvfl Defence Irbid _ 271293, 273131 

CSvil Defence Onweteneh 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downto wn fire brigade _. 198 

Fnst aid 63034L 

Blood bank 778303 

CSvil Defence rescue 661111’ 

Fire h ead quarters 622090-3 

Police rescue _ 192, 621111, 637777 

Jfottce headquarters 639141 

Traffic poBce 89639W1. 

Bectoc Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
MEHxkqnl water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Aha lot. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre _ 
Kha B d i Maternity. J. Arm 
Akileh Maternity. J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity _ 

Mrihas, J. Anxnan 

Palestine, SUiwJmni 


Al-Maafoer Hospital _ 
Hielrianic, AbdaH 

Ai-AhB, Abdafi 

Italian, AJ~Mnhajreen _ 
Al-Bafoir, J. Ashrafieh 
Araqr, Marks 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. Amman 

- 642441/2 

- 642362 

- 636140 

- 664171/4 

- 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 

- 664164/6. 

- 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
.602240/50 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khafcd Aba Kham«« , 

Dr. Mnfeed Tatmons 

Fit as pharmacy — — 

Nairoukh pfaannacy . 
Rawabdeh phannacy . 
Sahcb pharmacy 
Maiwan .. 

S’eadai poannacy 

Abu Sharif pharmacy — - . 

TAXIS: 

Jcrasakm taxi 

furl 

Oroob tari 

Kindi taxi — 

Scyahah taxi ■ ~- i 

Firas taxi . ■ l ; 

IRBID: 

Dr. Stan Oasrawi : 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Fatah ■ ' ■ i 

general 


Jwto TWevMon 77311 U19^; 

MdtoJordan 77411 1/W.; 

MBnsny oc Totmsn — ‘ 64231! 

HMd ocumWots ” 

J ordan a nd hfiekfk 

~ ly .. 

Repair service -i- ' ' ■ ■ •: ■ tt •' 


.770468 

.894964 

.661912 

.623672 

.666033 

.666036 

.898528 

.642209 

.770595 


.639635 
-623715 
.846838 
.666 955 
-643265 
.841065 


£ppk 

Beet — - 



Coconut (each) .. 


MARKET PRICES 


(Fixed prices for Imported produce) 
i) 500/450 Sage (green) 35Q/ 300 
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Royal Decree appoints two new senators 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Sunday app- 
ointing Radi AI Abdullah and Barjas A1 Hadid as new members 
of the Upper House of Parliament. Their membership will 
effect as of Dec. 16, 1985, the decree said. 

Al'Masri receives ambassador-designate 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri received in 
his office Sunday Mr. Terry. Goggin new Australian 
. ambassador-designate- to Jordan and received from him a copy of 
his credentials. Mr. Goggin succeeds Mr. Richard Gate, who had . 
served as Australian .ambassador’ to Jordan si ace 1.983. 

Ramadan praises CAEU efforts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tuba 
Yassin Ramadan paid a visit Sunday to the Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU), where he discussed with CAEU Sec-' 
re Cary General Mahdi AJ Obekli the various activities of the 
council: Mr. Ramadan stressed the important role which the 
CAEU is playing and the tasks it is doing with tire aim of str- 
engthening joint Arab economic action and achieving Arab eco- ■ 
nomic integration. He also stressed the role of specialised Arab 
organisations zb this field to support joint Arab efforts. Acc- 
ompanying Mr. Ramadan on his visit were under secretary of the 


Amman Ghafel Hussein Jasem. The Iraqi deputy prime minister 
arrived here Saturday to chair meetings of the hi gh er Jordanian- - 
Iraqi joint committee. 

U.S. professor lectures on information 

IRBID (Petra) — Dr. Joe S. Foote, professor of journalism and 
communications at Cornell University in the United States, cur- 
rently visiting Jordan, met Sunday with die members of staff and 
students at the Journalism and Mass Communications Dep- 
artment at Yannouk University. Dr. Foote delivered a lecture in 
which he spoke about die future of public relations and inf- 
ormation -technology as well as modem communications tec- 
hniques and their importance. He also dealt with information and 
its impact cm personal and individual freedom, stressing the imp- 
ortance of live T.V. transmission via satellite. 

World Bank to finance Zarqa college 

AMMAN (Petra) — The World Bank is to grant Jordan 57.044 
mil Eon loan to establish a nursing college in Zarqa, according to 
an agreement signed at the World Bants headquarters in Was- 
hington, D.C. News of die si g nin g Q f the agreement came in a 
cable to the Health Ministry from the World Bank. The loan, will 
be used to finance die construction and furnishing of the new 
college. 

DLDNA organises exhibition in valley 

AMMAN (J.T.) —The Department of Libraries, Documentation 
and National Archives (DLDNA) will organise an exhibition of 
documentary photos at the Ma’addi Social Development Centre 
in dm Jordan Valley with the aim of highlighting aspects of social 
life ia the.ceatral Jordan Valley. The event will be held to mark 
National Documents and Archives- Week, Dec. 26-31. 1 
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Ministry of Trade and Industry Under Secretary 
Mohammad Al Saqqaf (second from left) and Under 
Secretary of State of the Egyptian Ministry of Eco- 


nomy and Foreign Trade Dr. Yahya Al Jamal (sec- 
ond from right) sign a trade exchange protocol in 
Amman Sunday (Petra photo) 


Jordanian- Egyptian protocol calls for 
$ 100 million increase in trade in 1986 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Egypt are to increase their level of 
trade exchange to S250 million 
next year, up from $1 50 milEon in 
1985, in accordance with a pro- 
tocol the two sides signed in 
Amman Sunday. 

The protocol, the ainth to be 
signed by the two countries in the 
course of implementing a bilateral 
trade* and economic cooperation 
agreement signed in 1967, also 
provides for exempting each 
other’s goods from import duties 
and for allowing their trade cen- 
tres in Cairo and Amman to sell 
goods worth up to $15 million, 
according to the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra. 

Petra said that trade exchange 
will be. financed by freely con- 


vertible currency and would be 
conducted by the private or public 
sectors in accordance with laws in 
either country, provided that the 
private sector's quota in each sho- 
uld not be less than $25 million, in 
implementation of resolutions 
passed by the Jordanian -Egyptian 
Higher Joint Committee on Trade 
Affairs. 

Agreement on the quotas of 
each commodity traded between 
the two countries will have to 
come from the ministers of trade 
in Egypt and Jordan, and letters of 
credit can be opened throughout 
die whole year, in accordance with 
the agreement. The two sides agr- 
eed to remove all obstacles imp- 
eding the promotion of trade bet- 
ween them at all ports of entry and 


agreed to encourage an exchange 
of visits by trade and other off- 
icials to conduct trade neg- 
otiations, Petra said. 

The protocol was signed by Mr. 
Mohammad Al Saqqaf, under sec- 
retary of the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade and Dr. Yahya Ai 
Jamal, under secretary of the 
Egyptian Ministry of Economy 
and Foreign Trade. 

The signing of the protocol 
came at the end of week-long talks 
held between the two officials, 
accompanied by aides and officials 
from their respective ministries. 

Jordan normally exports med- 
icine, chemicals, textiles, plastics, 
machinery and household goods 
to Egypt and imports rice, textiles, 
clothing and building materials. 


TCC to begin phase two of expansion 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will- 
soon embark on a second phase of 
extending modern tel- 
ecommunications services to rural 
regions with French assistance, 
.according to Ministry of Com-, 
munications sources. The sources 
expect work on the new phase to 
start early in 1986. 

News about the implementation 
of the project was announced by 
Minister of Communications 
Muhkddin Al Husseini upon his 
return Saturday night from a visit 
to France at the head of an official 
delegation which included Mr. 
Mohammad Shahed Ismail, dir- 
ector general of- the Tel- 
ecommunications. 'Corporation . 
r. r--rc jrf 


ject will be financed from a 460 
million French franc long-term 
loan. 

He said his visit to France was to 
discuss the comiqencernent of the 
new phase now that the first phase 
of the project has been completed 
in the rural regions of the Kin- 
gdom. 

According to Mr. Husseini, a 
French firm has set up seven ele- 
ctronic telephone exchanges and 
microwave networks to offer tel- 
ephone services to 153 towns and 
villages -.in the country. 

During the visit to France the 
delegation toured a number of 
plants which manufacture tel- 


soroe of the equipment in the cou- 
rse of implementing the TCCs 
five-year plan. 


U.S.-Israeli free trade 
to weaken Arab Boycott 


AMMAN (Petra) — The establishment of a United 
States-Israeli free trade zone Is bound to weaken the 
current Arab measures on boycotting Israeli goods 
and would lead to a strengthening of the Israeli 
economy, according to a Jordanian memorandum to 
be submitted Tuesday to the 63rd meeting of the 
Federation of Arab Chambers of Commerce, Ind- 
ustry, and Agriculture' in Muscat. 


The memo points out that once 
the U^.-Jsraeli project is imp- 
lemented it would be difficult to 
define the source of goods inv- 
ading Arab markets and the agr- 
eement would help Israel boost its 
exports to the whole world. 

A number of American man- 
ufacturers have protested against 
foe move for fear of an Arab boy- 
cott, but were overpowered by the 
strong Israeli lobby in foe United 
States, forcing the American adm- 
inistration to s(gn an accord on 
establishing foe zone, the memo 
said. 

Such agreement would also cre- 
ate jobs for many Israelis inside 
Israel at the expense of American 
workers and industries, according 


to foe memo. 

The memo pointed out that foe 
terms of the agreement are not 
balanced, because while the Uni- 
ted States undertakes to remove 
all control on the entry of Israeli 
goods'fbrt o yealre'unm foe" free 
trade zone agreement comes info 
force. Israel will not follow suit, 
but will retain foe right to protect 
its industry as this industry will 
continue to receive government 
subsidies. 

The memorandum said Israel 
has already signed a three-year 
agreement with foe European Ec- 
onomic Community deigned to 
increase Israeli exports to com- 
munity member nations. 

The memorandum also pre- 


sented a number of rec- 
ommendations which it said would 
be useful to confront foe U.S.- 
Israeli economic merger, and curb 
Israel's escalating aggression on 
foe Arab Nation. 

The memo suggested that Arab 
countries shoud tighten res- 
trictions imposed on Israeli goods, 
preventing any of them from ent- 
ering foe Arab World. It also 
urged Arab chambers of com- 
merce to support their respective 
Arab governments in abiding by 
foe regulations and rules on boy- 
cotting Israeli goods, and to Iau- 
nch public awareness campaigns 
in this matter. The memo also 
urged Arab governments to ref- 
rain from establishing normal rel- 
ations with Israel and to boost the 
work of joint Arab-foreign cha- 
mbers' of commerce in their end- 
eavours to maintain a strict boy- 
cott against Israeli products.. 
The memo urged Arab countries 
to lay down a unified strategy to 
shield Third World markets from 
Israeli goods and work towards 
bolstering joint Arab economic 
action leading to a total economic' 
integration. 


Czech scholar 
returns home 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Zdenek 
Meuller, an eminent Czech sci- 
entist, left Amman on Sunday to 
return to his country after a three 
month research mission here wit- 
hin foe framework of a bilateral 
cultural agreement for foe exc- 
hange of intellectuals. 

Dr. Meuller is* working at the 
Orient Institute in Prague, which 
fc affilia ted with the Czech Science 
Academy. The institute was est- 
ablished in 1916 and has launched 
pioneering research and studies 
oq orientalism. 


(TOCV • • .--re jf. econmwmcatioiis equipment and • 

Mr. Husseini said that foe pro- '.-looked into the prospect of using 


Jordan, Iraq to boost trade to $750 million in 1986 


Mufti issues fatwa on burial 


AMMAN (Petra) —The General 
Mufti of Jordan Sheikh Izzeddin 
Al Khatib Al Tamimi issued a 
fatwa (judgment) on a number of 
matters concerning the burial of 
the dead. 

He said that it is forbidden to ' 


use vans with loudspeakers pla- 
ying foe Koran to cany the dead 
during a funeral or while carrying 
the dead to be buried, since this 
would associate foe Holy Koran 
only with dead people and with 
times of sadness and grief. 


(Continued from page 1) 
Industrial Company to commence 
activities. They also- endorsed a 
~ ■ draft agreement on terhmrai and 
scientific cooperation drawn up 
between foe Natural Resources 
L Authority of Jordan and foe Iraq's 
[ General Establishment for Min- 
erals. 

— Both sides agreed on launching 
cooperation in fish breeding and 
fish farms and expanding coo- 


peration in protected agriculture 
(plasticultare) and drip irrigation 
and producing veterinary vaccines* 
and on ways forprotecting plants. 

Mr. Assadi had earlier met with 
Minister of Transport Farhi Obeid 
to m?ke an assessment of land tra- 
nsport operations between Iraq 
and Jordan. 

Later the two ministers co- 
chaired a general assembly mee- 
ting of foe Jordan-Iraq Land Tra- 


nsport Company to review its act- 
ivities and achievements and voi- 
ced satisfaction with the com- 
pany’s performance. 

The meeting also discussed a 
report by the company’s director 
general covering the company’s 
fina nci al and administrative aff- 
airs and which revealed a profit of 
JD 300,000 for foe year 1985. 


The meeting also discussed a 
new working plan for the company 

At the end of the meetings Mr. 
Ramadan and his delegation left 
for home and were accorded an 
official farewell ceremony at foe 
airport in which Mr. Rifai and 
other leading officials were took 
part. 


On the occasion of the opening of his NEW SALON on 
Monday, December 23, 1985. 

KHALIL SEIDAH AND HIS TEAM 

Wish all their clients a very Merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Year. 



International 


Uni Uthaina - Al Rifai Building 
Tel: 813191 Amman 



The latest rage in Paris 
now in Amman. 


Coup de Cceur 


Paris 


Nities - shirts — 

Boxer .shorts — 

■ •’ **■ 

eU- >- bow ties - 

ujpw lav ..i ... ■.§«.!. .n 

air fashions 



(for men & women) 

PAPYRUS 

BOOKSHOP 

HOLIDAY INN 




ANNOUNCEMENT 

A meeting will be held at the auditorium of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce, opposite Arab Bank Head Off- 
ice,. Shmeisani, to celebrate the birthday of Quaid- 
e-Azam Mohammad All Jinnah on Dec. 25 at 5 p.m. 
Pakistani citizens are cordially invited to attend. 




General Computers & Electronics 


GCE 

The IBM Personal Computer 
A tool for modern times 




Authorized 

Dealer 

Persona! 

Computer 


Tla* A! All, opposite to Gardens Rest Tel. 603879, 605365 


We want 

PROFIT- MINDED 

Distributors 

To share the Sweet Success of 

.. . ! • - '•-Tv w'rW ■■■> ' ; IT t*t, '• AY* 0 : .. 


maazg 







After its phenomenal success 
in the United States, India, 

United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 
Oman, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, 
we wish to appoint distributors 
in other territories for the 
successful range of Maaza Juices- 
Mango and Fruit Cocktail, and 
Orange Drink, in a range of 
packings -Cans, Bottles, Tetra 
Packs which do not require 
refrigeration. 

Companies involved in the mass 
distribution of grocery items 
and having a fleet of vehicles 
covering outlets from large 
supermarkets to small grocery 
shops and tea stalls; and want to 
add a fast-moving profitable line 
to their range may write to us 
with details of the company, 
products/agencies handled etc. 


Parle (America) Inc. 

52-07 Barnett Ave., New York, 
New York 11104, 

United States of America 
Tel: (718) 507-7245 
Tlx: 4994057 MAAZA 


1ncaTua2ss 
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Dubious policies never work 


AMERICA had an opportunity to make some progress tow- 
ards peace between Israel and die Arabs last summer. How- 
ever, instead of choosing the difficult path of peace, the Reagan 
administration chose the path of least resistance: it placated 
Israel and ignored Arab and Palestinian calls for peace. 

Much has happened since the Feb. 11 agreement was signed 
between Jordan and the PLO, but the essence of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict has not changed. It is still a bloody conflict 
which could develop into a mqjor source of instability and war 
for the whole world. 

> In the wake of the stated willingness of the Arabs to negotiate 
peace with Israel within the context of an international con- 
ference, and the Soviet Union’s support of this idea, one would 
have expected the Americans and Israelis to come forward and 
reciprocate Arab gestures for peace. That, unfortunately has 
not happened yet, and we think the main reason for lade for 
progress has been the U.S.’ failure to reconcile its traditionally 
strong support for Israel with the moral imperatives of Pal- 
estinian statelessness. 

It is true that at the present no strategic necessity seems to 
exist which would require the U.S. to re-examine its policy 
towards the IsraeU-Palestinian conflict. The “oD weapon” of 
the 1970s no longer exists, largely because the Arab Gulf 
countries have intertwined their economies and futures with 
America’s. The Palestinians possess no significant military 
power which could threaten America’s interests or allies. And 
for these reasons, it seems that the Reagan administration has 
consigned the Palestinian question to the dustbin of history, 
one more essentially moral cause rendered irrelevant by str- 
ategic interests and the passage of time and events. 

Failure to move towards an honourable, negotiated set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict may not have an immediate 
impact on America's Middle East strategic interests. However, 
policies of dubious morality will eventually prove to be unw- 
orkable, as we see in South Africa today. How long can Israel 
be America’s “policeman 5 ’ in the Middle-East when it is wei- 
ghed down by the cost of occupying and colonising th&JSfest 
Bank and Gaza? Left unresolved, the Palestinian question 
could erupt in unknown ways and at unpredictable times, with 
potentially devastating results to America or America’s allies 
in the region. 

An international peace conference which brings together 
Israel and the PLO, and which takes account of relevant Arab 
and superpower interests, is the only feasible way to resolve the 
Israeti-Palestinian conflict. America’s consistent refusal to 
speak to the PLO and to attend such a conference is a short- 
sighted policy that will carry long-term, albeit unpredictable, 
consequences. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITOR IAL 


Al Ra’i: Pan- Arab relations 


THE Jordanian- Iraqi talks which started in Amman Saturday rep- 
resent another constructive step towards enhancing cooperation and 
strong ties between the two countries in economic and trade affairs. 
The talks represent also a manifestation of the determination of 
leaders in Amman and Baghdad to buDd a stronger Arab stand 
depending on Arab resources designed to achieve Arab economic 
integration in the long run. Jordan has forged strong links not only 
with Iraq but also with Egypt and Syria and has formed joint eco- 
nomic committees with each country in a pan-Arab move to bind the 
whole Arab nation together not only in economic interests but 
in great faith towards the future. This is one of Jordan’s basic str- 
ategies and fails in line with the principles of the Great Arab Revolt 
Despite its involvement in a war against Iran, Iraq is not sparing any 
efforts towards building strong relations with other Arab states and, 
together with Jordan is trying to fend off all foreign attempts to 
impose hegemony on the Arabs and to keep the Arab nation free and 
strong. 


Al Dus tour: Unique relationship 


IRAQI Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan opened talks 
in A mman with the Jordanian government designed to bring about 
stronger cooperation between the two countries in economic, cul- 
tural, technological and trade fields. The talks are a manifestation of 
the unique relations which bring die two countries together, and a 
demonstration of common interests and common destiny. The rel- 
ations between the two countries are exemplary and should be copied 
by other Arab states. Iraq, which is now involved in a war defending 
its land and that of the Arab World, has been. keen on building its 
economy in cooperation with Arab countries. Jordan, which is also 
involved in building up its intrinsic force, cannot forget to extend all 
possible help and assistance to other Arab states particularly Iraq, 
which is now facing the Iranian aggression. In fact Iraq, which is now 
making ready to confront yet another Iranian offensive, is in need of 
all support it can get from its Arab sisters, and Jordan is not sparing 
any efforts in extending such support and such help. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Working towards a dream 


RELATIONS between Iraq and Jordan are very strong and the 
current talks in Amman between government leaders from both 
countries are making such relations even stronger. It is true that 
Jordan has always dreamed of re alising an Arab solidarity that can 
defy all challenges and repel all threats and dangers. But now through 
its dose cooperation with its Arab neighbours, Jordan is making this 
dream come true. But Jordan has a dream of another kind to see 
Jordan, Iraq and Syria forming one unity, and a strong force in the 
face oflsraeli danger. Such unity and such strong force will be a real, 
challenge to Israel’s evil designs and ambitions in Arab land. The 
three countries can form one strong entity in the face of the common 
enemy and can d**Cet r*ik enemy from carrying out aggression on the 
Arab nation. Therefore, the Jordanian endeavour to strengthen its 
relations with Syria and Iraq and also with Egypt is bound to pave the 
way for such strong unity and will eventually fulfil the dreams of the 
Arab people. 



Israel won’t budge — but who’s calling who a 


By Andrew Faulds 


LOME — Year after year, the int- 
ernational community (in every 
international forum from fixe U.N. 
down) has called on Israel to rec- 
ognise the rights of the Palestinian 
people — the right to self det- 
ermination, the right to establish a 

state whether federal or con- 
federal as they wish, and the right 
to return to Palestine. Israel has 
not budged an inch. It pursues its 
aggressions — against the Leb- 
anese people, against Syria by the 
annexation of the Golan, and ear- 
lier against Iraq by bombing its 
installations. It continues its set- 
tlement policy in the territories 
occupied in 1967. What new hor- 
rors are being conjured up within 
the obscene form and the Nazi 
mentality of that big bully Sharon 
against the neighbouring Arabs? 

Mr. Dinitz of the Israel Knesset 
had the cheek to tell the recent 
Inter-Parliamentary Union Con- 
ference in Lome that the problem. 


would have been solved long ago if 
there bad been direct dialogue — 
on Israel's terms c*. course. But 
that is the whole point The dia- 
logue must include not only Syria 
(whose territory has been illegally 
annexed) but above all the Pal- 
estinians who have suffered and 
been scattered in their own Dia- 
spora tty the drives of Zionism. 
And dialogue with the Pal- 
estinians can only mean dialogue 
with Palestinians chosen tty the 
PLO. 

Those of us who have taken part 
annually in the Euro-Arab par- 
liamentary dialogue know the cal- 
ibre and the realism and the mod- 
eration of the PLCPs leading fig- 
ures. The whole history of dec- 
olonisation —and our experience 
of empire prove this —is that soo- 
ner or later the occupying power 
has to talk to the real rep- 
resentatives of the people under 
occupation. There is no future. 


either political . or, frequently, 
physical for selected stooges. 

Mr. Dinitz in his first speech 
said, with brazen effrontery, that 
Israel’s withdrawal from Lebanon, 
was being sabotaged by what he 
termed “terrorists.” Europeans 
and Jews who suffered supression 
under the Nazis know this is what 
occupiers always call die res- 
istance movements —“t er rorists. 

What foe hell are foe Israelis 
doing in Lebanon anyway? For 
more than a year before foe sec- ; 
ond IsraeUuvasion there has been . 
an informal truce with the Pal- 
estinians — and not a rocket or 
other missile was fired into Israel 
during that period. 

Sharon and Begin, those evil 
geniuses of foe Likud, invaded 
Lebanon, bombing civilians and 
refugee camps, and bombarding 
Beirut, with its millions of citizens, ' 
using highly sophisticated wea- 
ponry, provided by the United 


tpfl iwg and proving. And then 
they inspired (with a nod here and 
a wink there) foe appalling mas- 
sacres at Sabra and SfcatiQa. , 
They have bera massacring vil- 
lagers in South Lebanon, with mil- 
itary measures reminiscent of foe 
Nazi storm troopers. They have 
not earned out (as they pretend) a 
genuine withdrawal from Leb- 
anon, as U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425 in.1978 and more 
; recently 508 and 509 dema nd. - 
They want to install a puppet 
militia , financ ed and armed by 
Israel under Israeli control. They 
are trying by car bombs and ass- 
assinations, to sow discord bet- 
ween foe communities in Leb- 
anon. Mr. Dinitz has implied that 
the Lebanese resistance was the 
work of a few “fans tics. 1 T It is sim- 
'• ply untrue. A few weeks ago, at a 
meeting presided over tty a former 
Lebanese ambassador' to Lon- 


don, Ldbaoese of afi communities 
expressed their support for that 
resistance. . 

Other colleagues have talked 
about “terrorism” and ,r int- 
.emational terrorism.'” At this con- 
ference, Senator 'Stafford e rf the 
US. Senate condemned "State 
terrorism.” The senator- gave 
some examples and I agreed wah 


of 

these, of cam * fwctica 
condemned under fop Geneva 


the de&erate dritffeg dut of vS- 
tagere towards Ibft amh to tty to 
setups buffcrzoae. And Mr. Din- 
itz had the temerity to talk of 
“state tejTOrisra^ wMCh fab own^jk 


nearly all he said, though perhaps 
he could hav mentioned die row- 
ing of Nicaraguan pons and foe 
consequent destruction of mer- 
chant ships. 

What he certainly should have 
mentioned 'is brad’s “State ter- 
rorism” which we have seen in 
operation against its Aid? nei- 
ghbours. A recent threatened 
example was Rabin’s threat to 
institute a“scon±edearfa”poIkty 
in Lebanon. This was tobe an adj- 
unct- to foe policy already being 
carried' out — collective pun- 
ishment, the dynamiting of houses 


ment to oar American .friends, 
that a speedier resolution of the 
problems wfficome the sooner foe 


Umted Stetes government res- 
olves.- in foe case of brack not to 


be held any longer in the thr- 
afidora of domestic Zionism aga- 
inst its own national interests and 
against its own. best ideals — The 
Voice of foe Arab World. 


Mr. Faulds is ' a member of British 
parliament 


Northern Cyprus 
ponders hazy future 


The Turkish-controlled northern half of Cyprus, isolated from the rest 
of the Mediterranean world by lack of international recognition, faces 
an uncertain economic future if inter-communal talks are not resumed 
early next year. David Barchard reports . 


ANKARA — Eleven years after 
Turkish troops landed in northern 
Cyprus and cut the island into two 
zones, the juke-box in Bedifs res- - 
taurant beside the r uins of Sal amis 
is silent It has been kept dean and 
polished throughout the period, 
but no one has yet brought the 
spare part to make it work again. 

Half-empty busloads of British 
tourists, who have crossed the 
green line from the Greek south, 
draw up outside Bedif s restaurant 
every day to tour Sal amis. They 
find sun and sparkling white bea- 
ches, bat little else. 

Since' 1974, northern Cyprus 
has been a backwater, cut off from 
the rest of the Mediterranean 
world by its lack of inteniatinal ' 
recognition. About 20,000 tou- 
rists a year visit from countries 
other than Turkey. 

The flow of Turkish tourists has 
dried up in the last two years bec- 
ause the OzaJ government has lib- - 
eralised the import roles, allowing 
items into mainland Turkey which 
parties of housewives from Ank- 
ara and Istanbul used to take sho- 
pping trips to Kyrenia to buy. 

As a result, there are strains on 
northern Cyprus’s balance of 
payments. Exports in 1984 were 
worth $38 million and the trade 
deficit reached 598 million. 

Despite this, gross national 
product (GNP) is reckoned* to 
have improved by 7 per cent, alt- 
hough GNP per capita is now put 
at SI ,200, only slightly ahead of 
mainland Turkey and far behind 
the $4,500 in the Greek Cypriot 
south of the island. 


Managerial problems seem to 
cany most of the blame, however. 
Two bodies dominate economic 
life in the north. One is Evkaf , the 
pious endowments foundation 
which owns such potential mon- 
eyspinners as the famous Dome 
Hotel at Kyrenia. The other is 
Sanayh Holding, a public sector 
body which assumed res- 
ponsibility for most of foe ind- 
ustrial enterprises inherited after 
the war from foe Greeks. 

Under state ownership, odee- 
flourishing hotels like foe Dome 
and foe Salamis Bay Hotel have 
crumbled and declined. Leonard 
Fairclough of foe UK, which owns 
a majority stake in foe Salamis 
Bay, have been battling in foe cou- 
rts for their claims to be rec- 
ognised. If they win, they will pro- 
bably sell the hotel to a private 
sector operator. If they lose,, foe 
present deterioration will pro- 
bably continue. 


Another theory is has it 
that the facilities f port and 
airport) are being dangled 
as a bait to the U.S. if there 
is a final rapture between . 
Washington and Athens 
and the U.S. bases in Gre- 
ece are shut down . 


At Omorfo and at Famagusta, 
Polly Peck International's plants 
seem to demonstrate that private 
enterprise can make easy profits in 
foe north. Both the packaging fac- 
tory and the fruit sorting [riant are 
easily superior to -anything else in 
northern Cyprus or on the mai- 
nland, where foe distinction bet- 
ween first-class fruit, acceptable in 
Western supermarkets, and uns- 
orted fruit still has to be learned by 
most producers. 

International diplomacy, as 
much as local issues, still dom- 
inates political discussions. Eyes 
are fastened on the south, where 
general elections were held .on 
December 8, to see if diplomacy 
between the north and foe south 
may tabs a new turn. 

The Turkish Cypriot president, 
■Mr. Rauf Denktash, and others 


are often accused of being content 
with foe status quo. It might be 
more accurate to say that they are 
not content with the non- 
recognition and isolation that the 
status quo implies, but they want 
only one type of settlement — a 
bizonal loose federation with res- 
trictions on freedom of movement 
and economic union which would 
protect foe Turkish Cypriot ide- 
ntity and interests. Such an arr- 
angement has few, if any, parallels 
in any other state. 



Mr. Denktash and Mr. Kenan 
AtakoL his Foreign Minister, are 
now more worried, however, 
about the Greek Cypriot desire to 
move to a full customs union with ■ 
foe European Community. 

“It would be a form of rec- 
ognition for us, too,"’ says Mr. 
Denktash, “if we were excluded' 
from foe onion.”' 


Tanzania: One of the world 4 s poorest nations 


By Jerry Gray 

The Associated Press 


But the assumption is that cus- 
toms union would be followed swi- 
ftly by an application for the Rep- 
ublic of Cyprus to be admitted as a 
full member to foe European 

rn mmnnify Brrtajn , it is -Said, is- 

helping foe Greek Cypriots down 
this road by endorsing the custody, 
union proposal. 

Mr. Denktash meanwhile is 
pressing for more economic ind- 
ependence. The use of foe Turkish 
lira for most transactions means 
that Turkey’s raging inflation is 
imported by foe north. “We sho- 
uld have our own currency,” says 
Mr. Denktash. “ We don’t want to 
take this major step whfle talks are 
on the horizon, but no one should 
expect us to be tied to the Turkish 
lira for ever.”' ! 


A currency — to be known as 
the North Cyprus dollar —is said 
to have already been printed, awa- 
iting the day that Mr. Denktash 
decides to issue it. It will probably 
be tied either to foe U.S. dollar or 
the pound sterling, si*ce 40 per 
cent of the north’s trade is done 
with Britain with which it has a 
balance of payments surplus. 

If, as everyone seems to expect, 
foe in ter -co mm u na l talks do not . 
get off the ground again early in | 
1986, long-term perspectives are I 
hazy. The key may lie in the two j 
largest developments on the isl- 
and foe vast new airport with its 
three-mile-long runway being 
built at Gedtkale, or Lefkonicoas 
the Greek Cypriots call it, and 
Kyrenia’s large new harbour, sch- 
eduled for completion in spring 
next year. 


DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania — 
Tanzania is so poor thaj when rab- 
ies broke oat three years ago, the 
health service had no money to 
buy bullets to shoot rained dogs, 
or serum for bite victims. 

The state-run bicycle factory* 
supposed to produce tra- 
nsportation for a populace that 
cannot afford cars, has dosed 
down for lack of materials. . 

The annual per-capita income 
of tius^East' African nation] £ 21 *5 1 
mifftotf people is Hie' equivalent of 5 
$24$/ pl'dcm'gn Ndl lijf in the 
world bank's ranking of 126 nat- 
ions by wealth. 

Despite its critical flls, however, . 
this sick man of foe Third World 
refuses what it says is top bitter a 
pal — in effect, still deeper pov- 
erty — prescribed by Western 
money lenders. 

Tanzania's economic deg- 
eneration has been hastened, cri- 
tics say, by a home-grown strain of 
socialism. Bat many of foe ail- 
meats that plague Tanzania also 
trouble the capitalist nations of 
foe Third World: A cr ushing ext- 
ernal debt, unfavorable trade 
terms with the industrialised 
north, and unfair loan terms set by 
the Internationa] Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

“ We’re all in foe same boat, pri- 
vate enterprise or socialism " 
cx- President Julius K. Nyerere 
has said. 

The 63-year-old Nyercre, long 
one of the Third World's leading 
voices, governed Tanzania for 24 
years before his retirement as Pre- 
sident Nov. 5. He left to his suc- 
cessor, Ali Hassan Mwinyi, a cou- 


ntry rich in ideology but poor in 
resources, as well as the unr- 
esolved problem of reaching agr- 
eement with foe IMF for an inf- 
usion of money Tanzania des- 
perately needs. 

To many of his Third World 
peers, Nyercre has been a David 
battling a Goliath — the north- 
dominated IMF, lender of last 
resort. 

Since 1980, Tanzania has been 
negotiating with the 
. Washington- based fund for a 
, loan. Neither, foe government nor 
‘the IMF have divulged details of 
the negotiations, but diplomatic 
sources here say Tanzania is frying 
to borrow about $350 million. 

Tanzania’s current foreign debt 
is $2.4 billion, and foe IMF est- 
imates it wfll be more than $400 
million in arrears on its loan rep- 
ayments by 1986. 

A nation whose professed goal 
is self-reliance, Tanzania also rec- 
eives about $600 million a year in 
foreign aid, making it the biggest 
per-capita recipient of int- 
ernational assistance in black Afr- 


Before the loan is granted, foe 
IMF says, Tanzania should. dev- 
alue its currency from foe current 
16 shillings to foe U.S. dollar to 
35, to make its exports cheaper in 
dollars, and therefore more att- 
ractive, and to make money- 
consnming imports less accessible. 
The lenders also demand that 
Tanzania raise income for food 
producers and end food subsidies 
to consumers. ■ 

The administrator of the U.S. 
Agency for international Dev- 
elopment, M. Peter McPherson, 
calls Tanzania’s policies “mis- 
guided.” 


“In' some African countries, 
farmers’ prices are held well below 
market so that urbanites can have 
cheap food. But the net effect has 
been 20 years of reduction in per- 
capita food production,” McP- 
herson said in a Washington int- 
erview. 

Nyerere complains that the IMF 
conditions amount to “ intolerable 
political interference.” Higher 
food prices and other austerities 
■would prompt his countrymen to 
riot in foe streets, he says. 

Hjs concern is not without basis. 

Since April unpopular eco^ 
nontic belt- tightening contri ’ted 
to foe overthrow of goverr ients 
in Sudan and Nigeria- Leauers in 
both countries were involved in 
‘IMF negotiations and had vol- 
untarily implemented IMF-like 
economic policies. 

“The rich countries know int- 
ellectually that these rules were 
never intended for the poor cou- 
ntries,” Nyercre said in an int- 
erview with New Africa magazine . 

“Where is foe example of an 
economy booming in foe Third 
World because they have accepted 
the conditions of foe IMF?”' 

Not even Mexico, after fol- 
lowing IMF dictates, is better off, 
Nyerere argued. 

“They have cut down their imp- 
orts, even necessary imports, they 
have increased their exports, even 
the exports of commodities which 
might be used by their own peo- 
ple,” he said. 

“That .sacrifice will not con- 
tribute to the development of their 
country.”' 

He said poor countries someday 
will realise the IMF “has become 
foe substitute for a colonial emp- 
ire. 


In Tanzania's case, poor terms 
of trade contributed to the eco- 
nomic slide. 

For years, African and other 
Third World nations have been 
receiving less for their raw- 
material exports but paying hig- 
her, inflation-boosted prices for 
manufactures and other imports. 
Ore producers, for example, are 
effectively getting 30 per cent less 
in payment now than in 1980. 

Tanzania, whose major expons 
are coffee, cotton and sisal, spent 
5434 million more on imports in 
1984 than it earned from exports. 

“I do not blame all on the 
north.” Nyerere said of his cou- 
ntry’s problems. “A large number 
of Third World governments have 
made mistakes. We have made 
our own.” # 


One mistake, foe Tanzanian 
leader announced last May, was 
the nationalisation of sisal pla- 
ntations. They were poorly man- 
aged under state control, he said, 
and wfll be resold to their former 
managers and other private ent- 
repreneurs. 

Mwinyi. the new president, says 
he may also “privatise” pan of 
Tanzania's government-run cof- 
fee production. 

Inefficiencies and shortages of 
raw materials and spare parts pla- 
gue the public-sector economy. 
Many state-run industries are do- 
sed, and those that are open run at 
one- third capacity. 

Nyerere's brand of dev- 
elopment has its defenders. 

“I think it’s a mistake to see 
Tanzania as a ‘fail arc.’ ” said eco- 
nomist Richard E. Feinberg, vice 
president of foe Overseas Dev- 
elopment Council, a private U.S. 
research group. 


Mitterrand sows confusion as election campaign begins 


One theory is that the new port 
and airport, both of which would 
lie in the Turkish zone after any 
settlement, are there as a strategic 
guarantee. If Turkey agrees to poll 
its troops out, it could use both 
installations to rush troops back 
agian in an emergency if foe set- 
tlement broke down. 


By John Morrison 

Reuter- 


Another theory has it that the 
facilities are being dangled as a 
bait to the. U.S. if there is a final 
rapture between Washington and 
Athens and the U.S . bases in Gre- 
ece are shut down. 


Mi*. Denktash, who now has the 
gentle, relaxed and self-confident 
air of a founding father and elder 
state man, will not be drawn on 
either topic. He is, he says, looking 
forward to his retirement. Elected 
last June by more than 70 per cent 
of the population, he says this 
five-year term in office will be his 
last. 


PARIS — President Francois Mit- 
terrand is - sowing confusion 
among friend and foe as the cou- 
ntdown begins for France’s par- 
liamentary election on March 16. 

The 69-year-old head of state is 
famous for leaving his opponents 
guessing about his real intentions, 
relyfog on a mixture of secrecy and 
surprise to seize the political ini- 
tiative. 

But over the past three weeks 
even Mitterrand’s closest afffes 
and aides, such as P rime Minis ter 
Laurent Fabius, have beta left 
wondering what their leader is up 
to. 

First came the concession of 
France’s first commercial tel- 
evision channel to a consortium 


with Berlusconi, they were dum- 
bfounded a few days later when 
Mitterrand confirmed he would 
receive Polish leader Wojqech 
Jaruzelski. . 

Prime Minister Fabius, who 1 ca- 
nted of the meeting from a news 
agency dispat ch , was furious at not 
being consulted. 

On the day Mitterrand met Jar- 
uzelski at the Elysee, Fabius told 
the national assembly he was 
“troubled” by the meeting and 
(Associated himself from it. 

The display of independence tty 
the 39-year-old premier against 
his . political mentor was unp- 
recedented. Previous dis- 
agreements between the two men, 
notably over the handling of the 
Rainbow Warrior scandal, were 


including Italian broadcasting 
tycoon Silvio Reriusconi. 


“I want to go back to the things I 
enjoy in five years' time — village 
life, writing, photography, and my 
other hobbies. I don’t think Pfl 
continue any longer,” he said. It is 
difficult to believe that his suc- 
cessor will have as sure a touch, 
either in domestic politics or in the 
interminable international neg- 
otiations to resolve the islancFs 
future — Financial Times news 
feature. 


tycoon Silvio Rertusconi. 

Howls erf protest arose at the 
choice of a man whose Italian 
media empire has been held up by 
French Socialists as foe very exa- 
mple of everything they wanted to 
avoid. 

The protests from media and' 
cinema professionals became-even 
loader when it emerged that foe 
generous terms on which new 
channel will operate were neg- 
otiated directly with the Elysee 
Palace, bypassing Culture Min- 
ister Jack Lang. 

- If the Swaalks were unhappy 


The row over Jaruzelski has 
bam patched up with Mitterrand 
publicly expressing his faith in his 


"§odd prime minister” but its pol- 
itical after-effects are wide- 


Mitteriand-Fabius dispute goes 
deeper, political analysts say. 

By stating bluntly mat the dec- 
iskmto receive Jaruzelski was his 
and his alone, Mitterrand has sen t 
a clear signal to the opposition 
that he will tolerate no inf- 
ringement of his presidential pow- 
ers after the election. 

The March poll is Ekely to give 
the^ opposition a majority in the 
national assembly, ushering in a 
totally new situation in winch a 
Socialist president is forced to 
govern with a rightwing prime 

France’s best political brains are 
trying to forecast whether “coh- 
abitation” of this sort wifi be pos- 
sible for the re maining two years 
ofJvKttcrrancPs seven-year t*rm 

The opposition itself is deeply 
divided over whether it should 

share power with Mitterrand, who 

has so far refused to spell out his 
intentions beyond saying that he 
expects to complete his term in 


terrajud in the Elysee, says coh- 
abitation is a trap for the right. 

Mitterrand, he argues, will nse 
all his wiles to ensnare the right in 
a political guerrilla war in which 
foe president, not his prime min- 
ister, controls the battlefield. 

Ga ulfist leader Jacques Chirac 
and former president Valery Gis- 
card d’Estemg disagree, arguing 
that a convincing opposition vic- 
tory at the polls will force foe pre- 
sident id compromise and allow 
the right to carry out its pro- 
gramme. 

One of foe ironies of the current 
debate is that the GauUnts, who 


Fabins, who is Heading the Soc- 
ialist Party election campaign in 
an uneasy tandem with first Sec- 


his standing in the party. 

His breach with Mitterrand 
drew criticism not only from Jos- 
pin but also from senior party col- 
leagues such as Finance Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy and Interior 
Minister Pierre Joxc. 

But foe real significance of the 


His handling of the Jaruzelski 
visit, in particular his ostentatious 
faflureto consult his government, 
has given fresh Ammunition to 
d»se in foe opposition who bel- 
ieve “oofcfoitation’ r B impossible 
under foe Fifth RepuHteron- 
stitution introduced by General 
■ Charles de Gaulle. 

Former prime nrin«% Ray- 
mond Barre, foe right's best- 
placed candidate to succeed Mit- 


presideot wide powers, now env- 
isage Mitterrand in a purely cer- 
emonial role after March. 

Mittenand was de Gaulle's Kt- 
fcrcest critic, describing the Fffih 
Republic co ns titution as a "Per- 
manent txmp d’etat** Yet now he 
rcvds in foe uniqne rote of what 
has been described as an elected 
monarch. 

The president, questioned in a 
radio interview atom his coo- 
cepticm erf cohabitation, refused to 


“Je? his present majority ret 
aumg power. 

But despite foe silence, tfr 
opposition has been left in fitti 
doobt that Mitterrand sees .tb 
Elysee Palace as foe real seat G 
power in France — and that b 
plans to keep it that way. 
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The tafl of Halley’s cornet, now more than 1.5 nines 
long,' is seal in this 12-minnte exposure taken, on 
Dec. 9 by U.S. naval astronomer Richard Schmid t 
from a dark site near Ma rshall , Virginia. Visible 


below the Great Square of the constellation Pegasus, 
the comet was 67.6 million miles from Earth when 
the photo was taken. 


Halley’s comet showers 
promoters with riches 


By Robert Kearns 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON - After an abs- 
ence of three quarters of a cen- 
tury. H alley's comet is appearing 
on distant horizons and showering 
riches on those smart enough to 
look up to the heavens for help in 
turning a tidy profit. - 

One may have to wait until the 
comet's next showing in 2061 or 
2062 — it arrives every 76 years 
on average — for a chance to cash 
in on the bonanza, however, since 
the merchandising of its present 
visit has already been cornered by' 
entrepreneurs. 

"Halley fever", the marketing 
experts call it — the once- 
in-a- lifetime chance to make mil- 
lions selling everything from bin- 
oculars and telescopes to tee- 
shirts.. “guidebooks” on the 
myth-shrouded comer and silver 
commemorative coins. 

There is even a drink called 
Comet Cola in the works. 

Halley's comet luxury cruises 
and trips a Peruvian mountain 
are being offered to those who 
want a better view than their ner- 
gWxmfs -and'can -afford it.' (Bec^' 
ause of the comet's orbit -and 
earth's tilt, the view from the sou- 
thern hemisphere will be dec- 
idedly better, according to the 
experts.) 

The comet is gleaming faintly 
in the skies again for the first time 
since 19 1 0. It will grow from a tiny 
speck of light to the size of a bright 
star with a glowing tail 50.000 
miles long as it races along at 
1 1 8,000 miles an hour and van- 
ishes behind the sun in January. 

It will reappear in March and 
April with the most spectacular 
viewing in March when, ast- 
ronomers say. its tail will look like 
numerous moons placed side by 
side. 

This awesome celestial event 
may cap the careers of some ast- 
■ ronomers. seize philosophers with 
wonder and' brighten the mem- 
ories of sky-watchers the world 
over — hut for businessmen like 
Owen Ryan it is the sales opp- 
ortunity of the century. 

Ryan is geLting cheques from 
manufacturers of dozens of 
comet-connected items as a result 
of a brainstorm inspired by the 
commercialisation of the J984 
Los Angeles Summer Olympics. 

There were “official Olympic 
shirts, official Olympic this, official 


Olympic that." he recalls with a 
laugh. “So I became the official 
representative of Hallo’s comet" 

. His general comer industries, 
based in New York, cornered the 
Halley's comet trade mark for var- 
ious products and markets an "off- 
icial" comet logo for such pro- 
ducts. Randy Rothman, a Ryan 
associate, says sales will include 
science kits, night shirts, tee- 
shins. crossword puzzles, jew- 
ellery. coins and lunch boxes dis- 
tributed by a US. fast-food chain. 

She says there are proposals for 
comet dolls, watches and plastic 
helmets to protect heads from 
comer debris. 

Caps, jackets, cocktail glasses 
and a “comet cocktail" to go in 
them, “comet cereal" and “comet 
creeper” shoes are also under 
Ryan’s financial umbrella. 

He has called for an “int- 
ernational Halley’s comet day of 
harmony”, on April 11, 1986, 
when the comet will be closest to 
earth. He is sending sch- 
oolchildren 200.000 stickers to 
publicise the event and is “urging 
-everyone io do something ro pro- 
mote peace and harmony. like 
^visit^n •old-age-home^^ > « •• 

Burt Rubin, a Ryan friend^ also 
sees glittering possibilities for the 
comet and its message. 

Head of Halley Optical Corp of 
New York. Rubin suggested that 
Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gor- 
bachev open their Geneva summit 
meeting last month .by peering 
through a telescope at the comet 
as “a symbol to the world of the 
beginning of a very positive sum- 
mit... with something ‘common to 
us air." 

Although they did not take his 
advice. Rubin expects thousands 
of others to pay $180 each for his 
“Halleyscope" telescope. 

Telescope and binocular sales 
have soard. Many astronomers say 
binoculars will give the average 
sky-gazer a better and cheaper 
view than narrower-field tel- 
escopes since the comet sprawls 
across the sky unlike a star or pla- 
net. 

Tasco. a Miami telescope firm 
with markets in 60 countries, says 
business is the best in its history. 

Rita Glass man of Tasco says 
■suppliers in Asia are already hav- 
ing trouble meeting demand for 
viewing devices and factories are 
going a 11 out. 

“How do you plan for an event 
that you have never exp- 


erienced?'" She replied when 
asked why the industry should be 
surprised about skyrocketing 
demand since Halley’s comet has 
reappeared regularly for over 
2.000 recorded years. (The Smi- 
thsonian Institution here is mar- 
king the return with exhibits that 
include a I2ib-centuiy manuscript 
of the comet and a mural in which 
its 1301 visit was portrayed as the 
Star of Bethlehem.) 

Glass man says earth last had a 
telescope shortage 10 years ago 
with the arrival of comet Koh- 
outek. which is not due back for 
about 75.000 years. 

Interest in Hailey’s has swept 
travel firms, which are planning: 

— London-based safaris, acc- 
ompanied by astronomers, to Bot- 
swana and Rwanda in Africa, for 
the well-heeled to get a good look 
at the comei. The cost for an 
eigh t-day swing from N ew York to 
London and on to Africa is 
$3,900. 

— Luxury ship cruises at up to 
$6,000 a head from Florida to 
such prime spots as Yucatan in 
Mexico, the Amazon in Brazil and 
a tenacity in Australia's central, 
de^rt^ere.'pfomoters hope, the 
travellers will join thousands of 
Japanese tourists and amateur ast- 
ronomers. 

— For the more budget- 
conscious. a series -of brief Bri- 
tish Airways flights on moonless 
December nights, including a glass 
of bubbly wine, for less than $1 00 
each. 

' Proving the adage that there is 
little new under the sun, Swiss 
hoteliers profited from the last 
Halley’s appearance in 1910 by 
staging midnight comet-watching 
dances high in the Alps with bal- 
loon rides accompanied -by 
astronomer- lecturers: 

In that year. too. a New York 
entrepreneur sold gas masks to 
help people escape fumes sup- 
posedly generated by the comet. 

And salesmen in Paris sold 
“comet pills” and “comet gowns" 
to housewives frightened by Hal- 
ley's allegedly evil effects and its 
traD of poisonous gas. Some peo- 
ple that year jumped in the seine 
to avoid being roasted by the fiery 
fallout they expected. 

There are “comet pills" this 
time. around, too, but in today’s 
health -conscious age they contain 
vitamins and are coated with yog- 
hurt. not sugar. 


Christmas street peddlers take 
on New York’s 5th Avenue 


By Ed McCulIoiigh 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — With Christmas 
approaching, die sidewalks of 
New York’s most fashionable str- 
eets are overflowing with peddlers 
hawking everything from radios 
and toys to fake designer watches 
and handbags. 

The flourishing trade, often 
done with an eye out for an app- 
roaching police man, has created a 
huge bazaar outside Fifth Ave- 
nue’s gleaming show windojws and 
exclusive boutiques, from Which 
established merchants denounce 
the vendors as frauds and threats 
to their businesses. 

“Cashmere here, only five dol- 
lars "Shouts a man standing over 
dozens of scarves strewn on a bla- 
nket on the sidewalk below a glass 
skyscraper. “People, what you see 
is all there is, so pick 'em out bef- 
ore they’re gone." 

Around die corner, Amaldo 
Santos, a 28-year-old Brazilian, 
stacks his impressionistic pai- 
ntings against the wall of a stone 
buxlding next to the Museum of 
Modem Art. 

“I sold one for six hundred dol- 
lars "he says, which is more than 
his drawings used to fetch at out- 
door exhibits Sundays at the Fraca 
da Repubtica in Sao Paulo. “This 
is a good [dace to be." 

The furriers, jewellers, boo- 
kseller and perfume and wine 
merchants who have long made 
Fifth Avenue their home also like 
the area, and in part because they 
pay hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars a year in rent and taxes, some 
would like to see the street ven- 
dors removed. 

Peddlers damage a product’s 
image by selling low-quality imi- 
tations, says Michael Grosso, exe- 
cutive director of the Fifth Ave- 
nue Association, a merchants 
group. They cause congestion out- 
side stores, he said, and have an 
unfair advantage in that many 
don't pay rent or taxes. 

The vendors, who set up their 
cardboard boxes and foldout tab- 
les virtually side by side outside 
the boutiques, are “an eyesore, an 
embarrassment to the city... a 
blight., a cancer " Grosso says. 

WQfiam Rofeen, assistant vice 
president at Rolex, complains that 
peddlers selling counterfeit Rolex 
watches Stand almost right on his 
store's doorstep. 

“One of -the reasons they sell 
them here is to give the impression 
they got them from us." Roisen 
says, referring to watches selling 
for 40-80 dollars, or thousands of 
dollars less than the genuine art- 
icle. 

“They’re lakes coming out of 
Taiwan, junk from beginning to 
end,” he said. “One of these days 
these people wfll be brazen eno- 
ugh to sell 100-dollar bills for 50 
dollars." 

Vendors have long been a fam- 
iliar sight in New York. But at 
Christmas, when holiday shoppers 
flock to the city, the peddlers 
come in strength from their usual 
spots outside subways and stores 
throughout the metropolis of 
more than 7 mill in n. 

Fifth Avenue, always bustling at 
lunchtime and rash hour, now is so 
crowded that walkers often most 
step into the street to get around 
the knots of customers gathered 
around a vendor draped*with pearl 
necklaces, or watching rubber spi- 
ders thrown onto store windows 
crawl creepfly down. 

“We’ve estimated there are 
probably a couple of thousand" 
illegal vendors, who have not app- 
lied for licenses or who sell in 
areas that legally are off limits, 
said Lt. Robert' Louttit of the pol- 
ice department’s peddlers unit. 

“At Christmas, there are guys 
who come here at five in the mor- 
ning to get a 'space "said Fred 


Concorde, once dubbed ‘white 
elephant now making money 


By Chris Peterson 

Reuter 

PARIS - Once labelled a fuel- 
guzzling white elephant by its cri- 
tics, the Anglo-French supersonic 
Concorde airliner is at last making 
money for its masters — Air Fra- 
nce. British Airways- and the 
French government. 

Ten years after the graceful 
delta-winged jet heralded the 
supersonic age with regular flights 
to Bahrain and Rio de Janeiro in 
January 1976, the money is finally 
flowing in after a decade of sla- 
shed services, a near-catastrophic 
hike in fuel prices and bitter opp-. 
ositjon from environmentalists. 

But while both airlines sow jus- 
tify their faith in as aircraft once 
bailed as a rich man’s toy, the fut- 
ure for supersonic civilian travel 
looks bleak. 

Air France and British Airways 
officials say their Concorde fleets 
look good for another 10 years’ 
service, at least. 

But beyond that, there is not- 
hing. Concorde itself is doomed, 
with the production Hues closed 
down and the design team' sea- . 
tiered. Aviation experts say die 
plane, a technological bre- 
akthrough at die time, is too com- 


plex to be modified. 

The irony is that the env- 
ironmental arguments which del- 
ayed Concorde’s use of the luc- 
rative New York run have been 
largely allayed and the rocketing 
oil prices of the middle and late 
1970s which led to a severe cut- 
back on routes to South America, 
the Far East and the Middle East, 
are no Longer valid. 

Experts from both airlines- say 
that the aircraft has found its own 
level. 

'British Airways has come out 
on top with its original seven Con- 
cordes still folly employed, both 
on the lucrative Washington and 
New York runs as well as a boo- 
ming charter business. 

Air France, by comparison, has 
done less we IL Of the original fleet 
four axe in regular service on the 
airline's only scheduled run, from 
Paris and New York. Of the rest 
one has been used for spares — 
although the airline maintains it 
r canid be made operational again 
and refuses ah suggestions of can- 
mbalzzatiod — and the other two 
are in mothballs, and according to 
independent aviation sources, in a 
scary state. 

Aar France Cbainnan Marcean 
Long,, in the Moroccan town of 


Marrakesh last week with a group 
of journalists on a special Con- 
corde flight to mark next month’s 
10th anniversary, scoffed at rep- 
orts his airline might sell a Con- 
corde to British Airways. 

“When I first heard this I tho- 
ught it was an April fool’s joke. 
There is no question of a sale. Bri- 
tish Airways has neither requested 
in writing nor orally "be said. 

He did reaffir m his mmmitmf. nt 

to the aircraft, saying. “It is a bea- 
utiful plane . Let me make it quite 
dear, we are interested in malting 
a profit with Concorde. That is 
what interests us 
. British Airways posted a £2.3 
mflfion ($3.25 million) loss for 
Concorde service at the start in 
1976, but 1984 —the last year for 
reported profits — showed a ben- 
efit of £12 million ($17 millkm).' 

The airline was virtually given 
its aircraft by the British gov- 
ernment, with the purchase price 
estimated unofficially at £160 mil- 
lion (currently $227 million). 
Butthat sum was written off sev- 
eral years ago, as well as British 
Airways share of the .Anglo- 
French development and pro- 
duction cost, though to be in exc- 
ess of £2 _5 billion (currently $2.2 
bflBon). 


Air France, also state-- 
controlled, has a more complex 
financial relationship with its par- 
ent. Although the French gov- 
ernment has agreed to absorb the 
bulk of major development and 
depreciation costs. Air France still 
has to hand over 50 per cent of the 
profits on Concorde to the state. 

In 1983 they were a slim 31 mil- 
lion French francs ($4 million), 
which long , estimates will rise to 
over 80 million francs ($10 mil- 
lion) this year. 

Air France, "which once ope- 
rated flights to Rio de Janeiro, 
Mexico City, Dallas and Caracas, 
now concedes that .British Air- 
ways had the best hand. 

“Frankly, the British Airways 
market is 3 Vi -times that of Air 
France," a senior airline official 
said. “In addition we had to eff- 
ectively buy our aircraft from the 
French government so pro- 
fitability came later"' 

Whatever its financial dra- 
wbacks, pilots and passengers still 
love it. 

'Captain Gerard Cafllat, in cha- 
rge of last week’s flight to Mor- 
occo, said: “It is a beautiful mac- 
hine. In eight years of flying Con- 
corde I have only had one engine 
shutdown " 


Guruer, a photographer who 
works next to Santos, the Bra- 
zilian painter. 

Food vendors also see a pot- 
ential bonanza in the thousands of 
people — tourists, theatre-goers 
and office workers as well as Chr- 
istmas shoppers — who daily pass 
through the centre of New Yotic. 

Screeching brakes and hnniring 
horns compete at nearly every int- 
ersection with the sizzle of food 

K onto a burning griddle or. 
o£L 

I started with falafel (ground 

! chick ‘ ' 

nouj 

mess, "'says Mohammad Zohny, 
retired Egyptian soldier. “I think 
vegetarian food is for everyone -- 
Indians, Jews, Muslims. I am a 
Muslim.” 

.' Despite laws that regulate street 
vending and prohibit the sale of 
counterfeit merchandise, police 
have found that summonses, con- 
fiscation of goods and even coo- 
rdinated “sweeps’’ with health 
and immigration officials have 
done little to stem the tide. 

“We have a very large Sen- 
egalese population right now " Lt. 
Louttit said. “They seem to have 
become the dominant group. 


'They’re a little craftier than 
others " he said, noting that the 
Senegalese adapted quickly to pol-- 
ice damp downs by moving fre- 
quently and keeping only a few 
goods in sigh t so as to prevent 
large-scale confiscations.. 

The scarf seller, an -American 
who identified himself only as 
“Steve"-' acknowledges- that 
designer sfiirtsrteg wapnerS'and 
umbrellas he aJsg. sells are cou- 
nterfeit or of, low quality, and his 
scarves aren't cashmere.' 

_ “Surd they’ fe fakes, bat they’re 

■) and added baba gha-.. ■ good fakes," he said after bud- 
t) to get more bus- dfing the unsold scarves into a pla- ' 
Stic garbage bag and getting ready 
to move to another location, for 
fear of having his goods con- 
fiscated, as he said has happened 
before. 

The competition on the streets 
is fierce.. Peddlers jockey and 
sometimes fight for the same piece 
of territory; -they undercut each 
other's prices, and strive to stock 
whatever item or fad looks most 
marketable. 

A lot of the merchandise is leg- 
itimite, Lt. Louttit said. It is not 
stolen, but purchased by the dozen 
or crate from wholesalers els- 
ewhere in the city. 


Randa Habib’s 

— = -C arnap 


Merry Christmas 


WAS It because of the rain, or because morale was not high enough 

tjhat there were not as many Santa Clans in the Streets as there used 

to be. 

Even the Few that we could see were as attractive. First of all, 

I think that stim- Santas should be banned. A real, good Saida is a 
Eat one, with a big belly and a cheerful face. The others should 
better he kept indoors. 

One of the most exciting gjfts children like to receive on the days 
preceding Christmas, are Christmas stockings: sealed, (Died with 
sweets and decorated with small Santas, or with sparkling stars. 
Those stockings were part of the habits of Christmas and we cannot 
imagine It without them. 

I was shocked to notice that all the stockings that I got for tile 
children around me, or those bought by ray friends, were iffled 
with sweets bearingexpired dates. The latest expiry date on them 
was November . The others varied between September and October 
and some even expired in June. 

This is absolutely scandalous. Christmas is a symbol of love and 
carfag. But for some people, It seems, it b high time for cheating. 

I don’t think that it is very dangerous to consume a chocolate 
bar, which expired a month ago, but the fact remains that those 
sweets should have been withdrawn from the market after their 
validity expired. Unfortunately what happened that instead of 
destroying all that outdated staff* as the law states, merchants 
found a way of making profit in a devious manner. 

Who can guess what a goodlooking stocking, displayed in a 
supermarket, is carrying inside? 

By the time the buyer discovers the hoax, it is too late to com- 
plain. 

What a dirty trick to (day against children on the eve of Chi- 
rstmas. 


English-language Pravda 
attracts Americans’ interest 


By Dan Oberdorfer 

Reuter 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota — When 
Charles Cox began toying with the 
idea of publishing the first 
Fn glkh -langnagp. edition of Pra- 
vda, the official newspaper of the 
Soviet Co mmunis t Party, he tho- 
ught most of his subscribers would 
be scholars and libraries. 

He was only partly right. 

For instance, a southern Cal- 
ifornia barber’s shop wants to 
offer its waiting customers Pravda 
alongside die glossy magazines 
Playboy and Penthouse. 

Professional offices across the 
United States are ordering the 
newspaper as a curiosity for the 
coffee table. . 

Writers on a popular television, 
comedy want a subscription to 
provide an infusion of fresh hum- 
our into their skits. 

They and other customers win 


pay $630 a year ($810 in Europe 
via airmail), a far cry from the four 
kopeks (five U.S. cents) charged 
per copy for the daily in the Soviet 
Union. 

Cox, a retired publisher of 
Roman Catholic journals, has 
been planning the English version 
of the official organ of the' central 
committee of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party for two years. 

The idea came from his son, 
who was trying to come up with a 
productive way for Cox to keep 
busy after retirement. 

Initial mailing* of the new- 
spaper are to begin at the end of 
this year. Cox declined to say how 
many subscribers he has lined up, 
or how many he needs to make the 
venture profitable. 


that's tough to get anywhere else." 

Without any assistance or end- 
orsement from the Soviet Union, 
Cox undertook market studies 
and hired part-time translators, 
and will soon begin production 
seven days -a week. * 

Cox said he has had some inf- 
ormal contact with Soviet officials 

— he declined to say exactly who 

— after trial runs and “the fee- 
dback we get is that our tra- 
nslation is very good." Moscow, 
he said, has not complained. 

The original version of Pravda, 1 
for which Cox pays $34.50 a year 
just as any other U.S. subscriber to 
the original Soviet version 
would .arrives in St. Paul by air- 
mail every day. 

When his English operation is 


‘It’s about the only window we ’ running at full speed, Cox plans to 
have to Soviet society that we can send his subscribers weekly bat- 
just pick up,'* Cox told Reuters, ches of the newspaper about 10 
“You can get a picture from this days to two weeks after the Soviet 


publication date. 

Except for the price change, 
Cox's newspaper is identical to the 
original. It is the complete, une- 
dited newspaper .with the same 
pictures and layout, right down to 
the medallions of Lenin oq the 
front page. 

Most editions of Pravda are six 
pages, although the Monday 
paper is usually eight pages and on 
special occasions the paper swells 
in size. 

Neither the original nor the Cox 
version accepts advertisements. 
There are no comic strips and 
there is scant sports coverage. 

Cox said be has never been to 
the Soviet Union, and his only for- 
eign language skill is what he ref- 
ers to as “menu French.” 

His reason for undertaking the 
venture, in addition to keeping 
hims elf busy, is purely capitalistic: 
He wants to make money. 


We'll carry you to the great 
cities of Europe in regal splendour. 



Paris, Madrid, Vienna, Rome, 
London, Geneva and more- 
only a few short hours from the 
Middle East when you fly Alia 
Discover the comfort of Ala’s 
wide-bodied jets as you enjoy 
the convenience of our frequent 
direct flights to the major cities 
of Europe and home again. 

Pick up a hautecouture 
original in Paris. ..dose a 
business deal in Geneva... 
set foot in Rome in shoes of 
real Italian leather... select 
a suit in London. ..sign a 
corftract in Frankfurt 

Fly Alia and discover the 
exciting world of business and 
‘ pleasure European style. 

{ Discover the 
Royal World of Alia 
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Sports 


Newspaper spots flaw in 


World Cup soccer draw 


LONDON OR) — The four third-placed nations from 
the six preliminary groups who survive the opening 
stages of next year’s World Cup Soccer finals may' 
include the team which performs worst, a statistical 
study said Sunday. 


The study, which appeared in 
the Sunday Times under the hea- 
ding “Blunder In The World 
Cup... What Went Wrong.'' was 
researched by three eminent sta- 
tisticians. 

Instead of all six third-placed 
teams enjoying an equal chance of 
qualifying for the second round on 
the basis of their first phase res- 
ults, the report said the format of 
tiie draw produced an inbalance. 

The Sunday Times said the cha- 
nces of the third-placed teams 
from the six groups advancing to 
the second stage — which in the- 


ory should be 67 per cent — were 
as follows: 

Group A: Italy, Bulgaria, Arg- 
entina, South Korea — 47 per 
cent. 

Group B: Mexico, Belgium, 
Paraguay, Iraq — 85 per cent 

Group C: France, Canada, Sov- 
iet Union, Hungary — 54 per cent. 

Group D: Brazil, Spain, Alg- 
eria, Northern Ireland — 54 per 
cent. 

Group E: West Germany, Uru- 
guay, Scotland, Denmark — 75 
per cent. 

Group F: Poland, Morocco, 


Becker beats Wilander 


MUNICH, West Germany fR) — 
Boris Becker pulled West Ger- 


many level with Sweden in the 
Davis Cop Tennis Final Sunday 
with a brilliant'victoiy over Mats 
Wilander. 


West Germany. 

Wimbledon Qiampion Becker 
showed no trace on the hip injury | 
which he said had hampered him ; 
in Saturday's doubles as he out- 
powered wilander. , 


Becker's 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, 6-3 win 
brought the score to 2-2 with the 
tie now resting on the concluding 
singles between Sweden's Stefan 
Edberg and Michael Westpbal of 


“I think my wins here over 
Edberg and Wilander were the 
most important of my career,'* he 
said in a television interview on 
court afterwards. 
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Portugal, England — 85 percent. 

The study said the contrasting 
percentages comes about because 
of .the way the International Foo- 
Federation (FIFA) have all- 
ocated tiie four daces available to 
the best third-placed nations. 

Places will go the best placed 
teams from the groupings ACD, 
ABF, CDE and BEF. 

If, for example, A are to qualify, 
they will have to do better in terms 
of points, goal difference and 
goals scored than C and D, or, if 
they fail on that count, better than 
B and F. Thus A will be competing 
against four teams. 

B, however, only has to be bet- 
ter than A, F or E. 

According to the report, this 
format that the foird- 

S i teams from B and F could 
with the worst record and 


Miller, January win 
golfs richest purse 


MONTEGO BA Y, Jamaica (AP) 

— Alice Miller sank a 12-foot bir- 
die putt on the second playoff hole 
Saturday to give’ her and partner 
Don January a victory over Lee 
Elder and Pat Bradley in the 
$730,000 Mazda Champions Golf 
Tournament. 

Miller and January picked up 
the winner's share of $500,000 — 
the richest first-place prize in golf 

— in the two-day tournament. 
The teams were composed of 

golfers from the LPGA and the 
PGA's seniors tour. 

Both January-Miller and 
Elder-Bradley finished die 36- 
bole Better-Ball Tournament at 
15-under-par 127. Elder- 
Bradley, who held a two-shot lead 


going into the final round, posted 
a 7-under-par 64, while 
January- Miller recorded .a 
9-rwder 62. 

Gay Brewer and Betsy King fin- 
ished a stroke behind at 128 after 
finishing with a 63. Orville Moody 
and Beth Daniel were another 
shot back at 129. 

January-Miller tamed the front 
nine of the 6,407-yard, par-71; 
tryall golf and beach dnb course in 
5-under 31. January binfied the 
second hole and eagled the fifth, 
and Miller added birdies of her 
own on the third and fourth holes. 

January then birdied holes 10, 
13 and 16 on the back side, while 
Miller added a birdie on the 15th 
to dose in 4-tmder 31. 


RABIA 

RESTAURANT 




* Located 

halfway between the International 
Baccalaureate School and Fuheis 

SPECIAL MENU 

Lebanese Mezze 
Onion Soup 
Fish ■ . . . , 

Turkey > 

Sweets and Fruits 

Dinner 24.-15L85 Lunch & Dinner 25.1245 
Dinner 31.1245 Lunch & Dinner 1.146 
JD 8 per person & JD 4 for children. 





INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 


REGISTRATION FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 
1986/87 


■ The IBS offers a bilingual education in Arabic and English to 
children from KG1 to Grade 12. 


Applications for ail grades from pupils wishing to join the 
school in September 1986 are being accepted from Saturday 
Jan. 4, 1986. . 


KINDERGARTEN 

Children applying for KG1 must be aged not less than 3 years 
8 months on Sept 1, 1986, and for KG2, 4 years 8 months. 


JUNIOR SCHOOL (GRADES 1-6). 

Entrance is by interview or entrance test or both. Applicants 
should have a good working knowledge of both Arabic and 
English. 


SENIOR SCHOOL (GRADES 7-12) 

Senior school offers a range of courses preparing students 
for the Adadi examination, GCE ‘O' levels, Tawjihi, GCE ‘A’ 
levels and the International Baccalaureate. 


Full details of the admission procedure, and application 
forms, are available from the school between 840 a.m. and 3 
p.m. from Jan. 4-21 and Feb. 4-19. 


The closing date for applications is Wednesday, Feb. 19 and 
interviews and entrance tests will take place on Thursday, 
Feb. 27, ■ 
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Senegal, 

Mauritania 


medallist 


win in 
basketball 


VIRGINIA BEACH, Virginia 
(AP) — Pemcll 4 ‘sweetoea” Whi- 
taker, the Olympic gold medallist 
whose injured foot denied him a 


still qualify for the second round. 

For example, if B is better than 
A and F, and E better than C and 
D, F will be guaranteed a second 
round place do matter their rec- 
ord. 


games 


The Sunday Times* report con- 
etudes that the format is weighted 
so heavily against A that even ft 
the team finishing third in that sec- 
tion were to have the fourth-best 
record they would only have a 
one-m-five chancy of qualifying. 


Overall, a computer study; 
shows the six third-placed teams 
can finish in 720 different orders. 
The four best qualifying in 372 of 
those, but the other 348 com-, 
binations would see one or more 
teams going through with worse 
records than one of the eliminated 
nations. 


ABIDJAN (R) — Mauritania and 
Senegal recorded their second 
wins in two games here Sunday in 
the 13th African Basketball Cha- 
mpionships. 

Mauritania beat Nigeria 85-84 
and Senegal beat Guinea 102-60. 
The two are now well placed to 
qualify as foe semi-finalists from. 
Group B. 

On Saturday night Mauritania 
narrowly beat Mozambique, while 
Senegal beat holders Egypt on 
Friday. 4 

The results almost certainly 
mean Guinea will not make the 
semi-finals. 

Before a capacity 8,000 crowd 
Saturday night, foe Guineans, 
who replaced Algeria in the- tou- 
rnament at the last moment and 
only arrived in Abidjan Saturday 
morning, unexpectedly won the 
first half 37-36 against Nigeria. 

Clearly exhausted in the second 
half, Guinea eventually lost by 
87-68. . 

A powerful and tall Congolese 
team easily disposed of a dis- 
organised Kenya 118-60 while, in 
an exerting contest, Mauritania 
narrowly overcame Mozambique 
67-66. 

In the otter game played Sat- 
urday night, Angola, losing fin- 
alists in foe last African cha- 
mpionships, were too strong for 
Central African Republic and won 
decisively, 102-84. 


whose injured foot denied him a 
boxing match Saturday, settled for 
a love match instead. 

Whitaker was married in foe 
ring at fiie Pavilion Convention 
Centre to Rovanda Anthony fol- 
lowing a boxing card foatioduded 
four of his medal-winning col- 
leagues from foe 1984 Olympics 
in Los Angeles. 

Surrounded by a sea of red dre- 
sses and white tuxedos and sta- 
nding on a blue canvas, Whitaker 
and his bride, both dad in white, 
exchanged vows as members of 
the audience applauded and che- 
ered. 


Mark Breland, one of foeOfy- 
rn p fr m edallis ts who fought before 
Saturday’s wremony, changed 


into formal attire and Stood by 
WhStafcW’ft side as a member of 


.Whitaker’s side as a member of 
the wedding party. 

Whitaker, undefeated m seven 
professional fights, had been sch- 
eduled to meet Manny Hernandez 
in an eight-round lightweight 
matrfr but' he had to withdraw 
after breaking a bone in his left 
foot last raonfo- 

Four 1984 U4.0tyrapfc boxing 
medallists — Tyrell Biggs, Eva- 
ndeir Holyfidd, MeJdridc Tfcyfor 
and Mark Breland —on Saturday 
extended their unbeaten pro- 
fessional records, two of them by 
knockouts. 


Biggs, a goto medallist tosted 
out Tony Anthony M :2:>* 
first round of fijefr teavyvw^g^jt 
boot. Hofyfidd, AIM 
m fdnfljg t- scored a tedancM tafr 
ckoor over Anthony Davis at 1:31 
ja the fourth round of fiwr cna- 
i s exwei g fat match. 

The toughest fight o£ foe jfte 
erooon. belonged to gold medSHw 
Taylor, who endured an efept? 
round slugfost with Victor Acosta 
before earning a unanimous deo* 
isiofl in the lightweight bout,. 


Breland, a gold medallist,' jab- 
bed his way to a mraaimotts wel- 
terweight decision over Hied-,; 
genian ‘*Two Robertson ia 

the afternoon’s final bout. 


Yugoslav wins world middleweight title 


PESARO, Italy (AP) - Yugoslav 
Slobodan Kacar has clinched the 
World IBF middleweight boxing 
.title by defeating American Eddie 
Gregory on points after 15 bru- 
ising rounds. 

Gregory, also known , as Mus- 
tafa Mohammad, rook an early 
edge in the late Saturday night 
fight with a flurry of well-placed 
jabs in foe first and second rounds. 

In the fourth round, he wou- 
nded his opponent below the nose 
with a beadbut — a practice that 
eventually cost him a warning in 
foe 11th round. But Kacar then 
came alive, using a skillful left 
hook to his advantage in the sixth 
‘and seventh rounds. 

The two fighters were evenly 
matched daring the next few rou- 
nds. In the final two, the more agg- 
ressive Gregory appeared to dom- 
inate a weary Kacar, but foe Yug- 
oslav was awarded foe victory on 
points. 


An American judge gave Gre- 
gory the triumph, 143-141. The 
two Italian judges gave it to Kacar, 
144-141 and 145-143. 

“I was ready like never before 
and after an moment of 
emotion, I realised that I could do 
it, Tr Kacar said after the fight. “I 
majnt ? rn the verdict was just and 
not unjust to Gregory, who is an 
awesome fighter.” 

Gregory fosagreed, saying: “I 
said that I could beat Kacar and I 
proved it.” 

Meanwhile in Bangkok World 
Boxing Association (WBA) 


where the Thai won the tide fast 
year and twice successfully def- 
ended it this year. 

Khan sai won all three fights by 
knockout, capturing the crows 
against the Dominican Republic’s 
Eusebio Espinal and keeping it 
with wins over South Korean 
Dong Chun Lee and Rafael 
Orooo of Venezuela. 


junior-bantamweight champion 
Khaosai Galaxy of Thailand aims 
to live up to his reputation as a 
knockout winner when he defends' 
his crown Monday. 

Khaosai, whose 28-1 record inc- 
ludes 24 victories by knockout, 
faces fifth-ranked Edgar Mion- 
serrat of Panama in a 15-round 
dash at Rajdamnoen Stadium 


Monserrat, a southpaw (left- 
hander) with a 13-1 record inc- 
luding nine wins by knockout, is 
lean but tall and wul have a reach 
and speed advantage over the 
champion. He said: ‘Tin in good 
shape and will not go back empty 
handed, m take the title with 


' Khaosai is also a southpaw, but 
his trainer Tong Tavomvivitbutr 
said the champion was 2.72 kgs 
over the 52-16 kgs weight Unfit 
and would have to do some she- 
dding." 


Garner beats Bergstrom in Junior Tennis Championship 


MIAMI BEACa Florida (AP) - 
Teath-seeded Chris Gamer of the 
United States upset Christian 
Bergstrom of Sweden 6-0, 6-4 
Saturday in foe quarterfinals of 
the I8-and-under boys com- 
petition at foe Capita] Bank Ora- 
nge Bowl Junior Tennis Cha- 
mpionships. 

Gamer lost just 12 points in a 
near-perfect first set which lasted 
only 28 minutes. 

Gamer will play third-seeded 
Bruno Oresar of Yugoslavia in 


one of Sunday's semifinals, while 
top-seeded Claudio Pistolesi of 


Italy meets ninth-seeded Arg- 
entina’s GmUermo Perez Roldan 
in the other. 

Oresar beat eighth-seeded Joao 
Silva of Portugal 6-3, Yarv Pis- 
tolesi downed llth-seeded A1 
Parker of the United States, 6-3, 
6-2 and Perez Roldan downed 
15th-seeded Christer Algaardh of 
Sweden 6-2, 6-2. 


In foe 1 8-and-under girls qua- 
rterfinals, top-seeded Laura Gar- 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Spacious roof-top terrace with a good view. Two bed- 
rooms, weii-fumished salon, kitchen and. telephone. 


Goo J location ; near Housing Bank Co n nercial Cen- 
tre. 


rone of Italy barely polled out a 
6-3 3-6, 7-6 victory over Shaun - 
Stafford of the United States, the 
winner of foe U.S. Open and 
French Open junior tides, needed 
2 hours and 33 minutes to dispose 
of her unseeded, opponent. 

Garrone is scheduled to play 
third-seeded Mary Joe Fernandez 
of foe United States in one sem- 
ifinal, with fourth-seeded Patricia 
Tarabini of Argentina and uns- 
eeded Elizabeth Galphin of the 
United Stales in foe other sem- 
ifinal. 

Fernandez won nine of the final 
10 games to beat fifth-seeded 
Manana Perez Roldan of Arg- 
entina 6-4, 6-1. Tarabini slipped ■ 
past unseeded Caterina Nozzouof 
Italy 6-3, 7-6 arid Gaiphirrupset 
12th-seeded Kerri Reiter of the 
United States, 6-2, 6-2. 


In the 16-and-tmderfinals, uns- 
eeded Patrick Wennbetg of Swe- 

Amaud 

hoys’ title and top-seeded Sybfle 
No ix Chateau against sixth- 
seeded Alexia Dechaume in an 
all-French girls* final. 


final with a 6-2. 6-4 victory over 
unseeded David Wheaton of the 
United States and Boetsch beat 
ffffo-seeded Per Henriesson of 
Sweden 6-3, 6-1. . 

Noix Chateau of France won 
the first 10 £ames on her way to a 
6-0, 6-2 victory over unseeded 
Rona Daniels of the United Sta- 
tes, and pechaame won foe last 10 
games of her roller-coaster 6-1, 
3-6, 6^0 decision' 'oyer ninth- 
seededEaunanuelle Derly, also of 
France. 


Call: 624160, 622776, 8:00-17:00 daily. 


Huge surf closes beaches, 
postpones surfing contest 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


A deluxe second floor flat, consisting. of 2 bedrooms, living, 
dining room, balcony .and storage room, with Central hea- 
ting and telephone. 

. Location: Dahia Al Hussein * 


For details phone 623635 ft 664669* 


HONOLULU (AP) —Monstrous 
surf of up to 25 feet (7.6 metres)* 
pounded the north shores of Oafan 
and Kauai Islands Saturday, cap- 
sizing a cruise boat and forcing 
professional surfers to postpone a 
contest until foe waves slackened. 

• Public beadies were dosed and 
lifeguards warned sightseers to 
keep their distance from the 
waves, which forecasters said were 
generated by a stoma far to the 
north west of the islands. 


A few “crazy” surfers braved 
the giant waves at Waimea Bay, 
but all other famed surfin g spots 
such as the Banzai Pipeline, Son- 
set Beach and Makaba were aba- 
ndoned, said Lifeguard! Harada. 

On Kauai, a 35-foot (10.6- 
metre) cruise boat anchored in' 
Hanalei Bay was swamped and 
capsized eariy Saturday. The lone 
crewman aboard foe boat was res- 
cued by a helicopter, said Police 
Lt. Clayton Arinaga. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


hi the best residential area, between the Fourth and Fifth 
Circles, Jabel Amman, near Amon Hotel “Hotel Training Cen- 
tre.” 

With telephone, central heating, and built-in cupboards. Two 
bedrooms, large living room, two bathrooms and veranda. 


A very well furnished flat consists of one bedroom, big 
living-dining room, kitchervand bathroom, central hea- 
ting, big garden. The flat is located in Rashid District 


Tel. 777112 from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m, 
674028 alter 2 p.m. 


Call Tel: 678532 


NOTICE 

AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 
(ARC) 

.TENDER NO. 16/85 



This is to inform ail concerned that the revised closing 
date for Aqaba Workshop Extension Project Tender is 
Jan. 30, 1986. Seaied tenders must be handed -over to 
the Chief Clerk of ARC'S office -at Ma’an or the Ministry 
of Transport office at Amman .on or before 12:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 30, 1986. 


The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 


CHEN'S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

•Mecca Street, Yatmouk 
Engineers 4 Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman J 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School \ 

Take away t* available 


March Qatamin 
Director General 


Open doily 12:00-3:30 pan. 
6:30 - Midnight 

3J. 638968 


Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 
. ■ Tel: 81 6214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 pan. 
630 pjn. - Midnight 


Cinema 

fi-HUSSEift 

Tel: 622112 


*gik- • 

Philadelphia 


Tel: 634144 - 634149 


Cinema 

mmmm 

Tel: 622198 


Cinema. 


OPERU 


RED DAWN 


OPERATION 

TIGER 


YUDH 


Mxbl.tahMAttaa 

Tel: 675573 


(Cofour} 

neat: laflo, 3XO, 530, i 


(Colour) 

Perform****, CM. 6*0, 8*0, 1&1SJ 


(Colour) 

K»&:12X0,3M. 5*0. B.tJD 


AMANI UNDER 
RAINBOW 
(Cotour) 

- ago, 




•Jt-T ^ ... 
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S. Arabia expects fair reciprocity from EC U.S heads for new row 


RIYADH — There is a small 
cloud over trade relations bet- 
ween Europe and Saudi Arabia. 
Unless carefully watched, it could 
turn to rain. 

For Europe, the issue is minor 
— - the tariffs which the European 
Community (EC) has imposed on 
petrochemical imports from the 
Kingdom. For Saudi Arabia the 
issue runs much deeper, and has 
been raised into a point of pri- 
nciple. ' 

The new Saudi chemical plants 
at the centre of the argument rep- 
resent $12 billion of investment. 
They also represent the cul- 
mination of the country’s third 
five-year plan, a massive project 
designed to lessen Saadi dep- 
endence on crude oil and develop 
added-value within the country’s 
borders. 

For European chemical pro- 
ducers the new plants are a direct 
threat. In particular, Saudi access 
to feedstock raw materials much 
below the European price has cau- 
sed fears of dumping on a Eur- 
opean market already burdened 
with severe overcapacity. 

For Saudi Arabia, now looking 
ahead to its fourth plan and the 
formation of farther export- 
oriented industries downstream, 
free access to Europe is seen as a 
test case for future development. 

European companies are gen- 
uinely puzzled by the Saudi rea- 
ction. The tariff mechanism was in 
place long before Saudi chemical 
production was even thought of. It 
is now being applied in the normal 
way. Why should Saudi Arabia be 
treated differently? 

“Because we treat others dif- 


ferently/' says Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Al- Zamil, Saudi minister of ind- 
ustry. “Countries Kke Brazil, 
Korea or Taiwan are liable to ban 
products from Europe, or impose 
quotas, or put on tariffs of 60 per 
cent. We let 55 per cent of Eur- 
opean products into Saudi Arabia 
duty-free, including £200 million 
($296 million) worth of the same 
petrochemicals as we produce 
here. We are entitled to ask you 
for the same treatment, not -a tariff 
of 14 per cent" 

Leaning on the West 

The issue is broadened by Pri- 
nce Abdnllah Ibn Faisal ' Ibn 
Tbrfci, acting head of the royal 
commission, for Jubail and 
Yanba, die body responsible for 
the infrastructure of the industrial 
cities. 

“A lot of people here saw the 
West as economic partners.” 'he 
says. “When they wanted us to 
produce' 11 million barrels of 
crude a day; it was a sacrifice, but 
it was felt' that the West would 
remember that we could lean on 
the West when times were bad. 
But short-term political exp- 
ediency seems more important 
than long-term friendly rel-. 
ationship " 

Protection against Saudi pro- 
ducts is not confined to Europe. 
U.S. tariffs are at a level -equ- 
ivalent to the ECs and there are 
moves in Congress (as yet inc- 
onclusive) to raise them farther. 
Nevertheless, it is Europe which is 
the mam focus of Saudi pressure. 

This is partly because Europe's 
closeness as a market makes it 



Horoscope 

from the Carroll Rlghter Institute M 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, DEC. 23, fMB 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Make use of any spare 
moments, and get last-minute shopping attended to. 
Then takes look at your financial condition and find out 
what you are able to do to best utilize your hinds. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Plan how to best budget 
your money for gifts. Plot out regular payments for 
something that is valuable. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Some practical matter 
concerning yourself is wise to handle in the morning. Be 
charming with your friends. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Plan early which private 
matters need to be handled. Schedule your activities for 
the whole work week. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Try to spend 
as much time aa you can with good friends and consider 
your personal wishes. You gain your aims, easily. . , 
. LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A good-day to handle shop- 
ping and credit affairs^ and handle civic matters. Gain, 
support from bigwigs. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be mare concerned with 
the spirit of the holidays and come to a better 
understanding with others. Discuss the future wisely. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You had better ask your 
mate what you expect for the holidays and vice versa. 
Make sure your car is in fine condition. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be with a determined 
partner otherwise you could make an error. A public 
situation could last for quite a long time. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) There is so ranch 
to do and you need to schedule your time wisely to get 
the beat results- 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You have fine 
crea tiv e ideas so put them in operation quickly, and get 
good results. Be happy with your mate. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Being at home to- 
day and entertaining tonight is wise. Talk over holiday 
plans with your family. . . 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Gad about here and there 
and get much accomplished. The evening is fine for at- 
tending social affairs. - 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY _ be or she will 
have a fine mind and a good memory and should study 
financial interests and become very successful One who 
will be a definite intellectual. There will be much deter- 
mination here and few can change the mind. Give good 
spiritual training. 


THE Daily Crossword bywuuamcamne 


ACROSS 
I ConsMta- 
tton"a socond 
alar 

5 Stipul ate s 
10 CHhanof 


12 Hymn 
14 Unstable 
16 Nova Scotia 


23 Poplar 

24 Small dog 
for short 

25 Courts 

27 Adtition 

28 Stawp shatters 

29 Sl ssr sl s w 
garment 

31 Csrtslngosso 
32. China Sm 
port 

34 Catch Sight of 
37 Button w ood 

41 C o n temp orary 
afFtW. Em- 
erson 

42 CoitelMsror 

43 Keep the — 

(do not reveal) 

44 Shank 

45 lAtfa*ala 

47 Fia c re* 

48 Quantity: shbr. 

49 “Casablanca" 

■tar 

81 Brooklyn Inst 
52 Concsrna - 
54 Vtaafea 

58 Avoid 

57 Dowager* 

58 T e relsn cofaa 
58 Small strongly 

DOWN 

1 Marsh bird 

2 PalseiofeaLg. 

3 Makaateca. 

4 Looser 
CUfctto 

8 Gfstmws 


©IBM TltoiM MMla SMVtoM, toe. 
AB WgWa fto a an w 


Yesterday's heads Solved: 


7 SBcworm 

8 Sown materiel 

9 Lai up 

11 Ocaen hazard 

12 AJr-condtttoa 

13 Superfluity 

14 Music acronym 

15 Conductor 
Georg 

19 GMng 
froe do n'to 
22 Ddtacfec 
24 Controversy 
asfirUo# 
a tilhuMam 
28'AiOfl stuff 

30 AnyiiBaL 

31 C omm u ni ty-. 

sfcbr. 

33 Ancfenttonb 

34 Flee 

35 Peculiarity 

36 TeDteon- • 
hearty 


nnnra rauann aaaa 
nano nman naan 
OBnn nannn anna 
□RnnnonrarinrTnnia 
win boh 
ranra bubo nmaa 
nnnB anna nnnon 

QO00 auLifl 
aranon Brian aan 
□□□ □□□ 
□nnnnaannnfiBan 
bbdo notion anna 
naira annna nana 
nana naaaa aasa 


more important to the new plants’ 
commercial success. There is also 
a subjective reason: In getting the 
whole vast project off the ground, 
Saudi Aratda owes a considerable 
debt of gratitude to the US., and 
little to Europe. 

This has to do with the way the 
project was planned. The new 
plants are split among different 
com panies , under the umbrella of 
the Saudi Arabian Basic Ind- 
ustries Corporation (SABIC). 
Almost all the companies are joint 
ventures, shared on a 50/50 baas 
with a partner from the developed 
world. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al Zamil 
explains the logic. “For a project 
on this scale we needed at least 
five inputs to achieve results, and 
we lacked two. We had the fin- 
ance, we had the raw materials, 
and we could build the inf- 
rastructure. What we lacked was 
technical know-how and mar- 
keting expertise, and the only way 
to get than was to invite partners 
in.” 

From 1979 on, SABIC went 
looking for those partners. A 
number of U.S. companies took 
up the offer, as did several Jap- 
anese consortia. European com- 
panies refused. 

Tr aining in U.S. 

“They laughed at us,” says Pri- 
nce Abdullah. “They didn’t bel- 
ieve we could build the plants, let 
alone make a success of them.’* 

For Europe, the successful 
completion of the plants below 
budget and ahead of schedule was 
a correspondingly rude shock. 
That success in turn rested largely 
on help from the U.S. and to a 
lesser extent from Japan. The 
young Saudis who are now taking 
charge of the new plants were 
mostly educated at American uni- 
versities and then had several 
years of on-the-job t raining from 
their joint-venture partners. 

Mr. Max Webb, die American 
head of die National Methanol 
Company (50 per cent owned by 
SABIC. the rest split equally bet- 
ween Celanese Corporation and 
Texas Eastern of the U.S.), says: 
“We gave three years of one- 
on-one training in the (J.S. to 61 
Saudi operatives. 

That came to slightly over 
S 150,000 per head. It was a cost 
which we wouldn't have incurred 
in a U.S. operation, where we can 
hire qualified people off the str- 
eet." 

Some of the training was rem- 
arkably specific'. :This years' 
1 s^art-up offae'p^ethylene pl^nt" 
run by another SABIC company, 
Kemya (50 per cent owned by the 
U.S. oil company Exxon), was 
particularly trouble-free. Saudi 
trainees had been given hands-on 
experience in the start-up of an 
identical Exxon polyethylene 
plant at Mount Bellevue in Texas 
two years before. 

The Saudi attitude is also col- 
oured by the question of Eur- 
opean overcapacity — anything 
up to 20 per cent in the chemicals 
and plastics which SABIC now 
produces. “Europe’s disbelief in 
our plans," says one official, “mis- 
led companies who should have 
closed down outdated plant long 
before." 

The Saudis point to the contrast ■ 
with other countries. The Saudi 


Methanol Company is a joint ven- 
ture with a Japanese consortium. 
In 1979, Japan had methanol cap- 
aciy of almost one million tonnes 
per year. That has been cut back to 

200.000 tonnes, with around 

300.000 tonnes being supplied to 
Japan from Saudi Arabia. 

“The Japanese have done a real 
fine job, " says Mr. Bill Carpent- 
er, head of the ethylene producer 
Sadaf (50 per cent owned by Shell 
U.S.). “Rather than importing 
raw materials, they prefer to bring 
the staff in with a lot of the energy 
content already in there. But the 
Europeans seem to want to stick 
with what they have." 

But North Sea ofl production 
makes the European, position 
somewhat different from the Jap- 
anese. In addition the unexpected 
weakness of the oil price has left 
the U.S. and Japanese partners 
expressing disappointment with 
the financial return ou their inv- 
estment. 

At the time when SABIC was 
searching for partners — in the 
period 1979-81 — the world was 
suffering from the second oil 
shock, and the price of erode was 
expected to go through the ceiling. 
Part of the deal offered by SABIC 
to prospective partners was “inc- 
entive crude” — a guaranteed 
supply of oil at a price which was. 
at least initially, fixed. 

Instead, the oil price has fallen 
sharply. Mr. Chuchi Raito, the 
Japanese bead of Saudi Methanol, 
says “it has turned out to be a dis- 
incentive. Our Japanese con- 
sortium takes two million barrels 
of ‘incentive crude' a year, so if the 
spot price drops below the fixed 
price by $3, we carry a loss of $6 
million. The business is profitable ' 
and paying dividends, but Mit- 
subishi (the consortium leader) is 
disappointed with the results to 
date.” 

Although Europe's chemical 
companies kept clear of that pro- 
blem, they are correspondingly 
without control over new Saudi . 
output. At present, 80 per cent of 
it is marketed not by SABIC but 
by tiie joint-venture partners — 
old and experienced competitors 
such as Exxon. Mobil and Cel- 


Question of price 

The question which exercises 
the minds of Europe’s pro deers is 
price. The Saudi plants have an 
unbeatable edge on raw material 
costs: The ethane- gas used as the 
chief feedstock is made available 
to SABIC for 50c per rabhi — 
around ,aquaries pf ,tiie f price paid 
in developed countries. 

SABIC insists that it will market 
its products responsibly, and 
observe prevailing prices. The 
Europeans do not believe a word 
of it, even though the evidence so 
far seems to be on SABICs side. 
This might be seen as evidence of 
Europe once more und- 
erestimating Saudi acumen, were 
it not for one central difference in 
the cost structures of the Saudi 
and European industries. 

Mr. Ibrahim Sal amah, SABICs 
managing director, says “though 
our total costs compared with 
European manufacturers are not 
very different, Europe’s variable 
costs — fuels and feedstock —are 
as high as 70 per cent of the total. 
With us, it's the other way round. 
Our fixed costs — plant, equ- 



ipment, infrastructure — make up 
around 70 per cent, with variable- 
costs only 30 per cent."” 

It follows that for Europe the 
highest return on investment dep- 
ends above all on getting the hig- 
hest price for the product, even at 
■the expense of some under- 
utilisation of plant capacity. For 
the Saudis the opposite is the case: 
As Mr. Ibrahim Salamah puts it, 
“we are determined to run at full 
capacity whatever the market.” 

Initial negotiations on the 
whole tariff issue took place in 
Luxembourg in November bet- ’ 
ween the EC and the Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCQ. Alt- 
hough the outcome remains unc- 
ertain, Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al 
Zamil prof esses optimism. 

“The EC is still putting tariffs 
ou our methanol-, and lately on our 
polyethylene,” be says. “They tell 
us that tariffs have to stay until the 
start of next year, but we are hop- 
eful that they will remove them in 
January. They certainly should if 
they listen to other sectors of Eur- 
opean- industry: Industrial sectors 
like plastics processing, which rea- 
lly employ people, have been aff- 
ected for the wnefit of chemical 
producers which are low emp- 
loyers." 

In the forefront of the industry 
minister’s mind is the next stage of 
industrialisation. “The joint- 
venture approach remains ess- 
ential. We have made clear to our 
European colleagues that Saudi 
Arabia does not want to continue 
just as an importer of European 
products — a good proportion 
should be manufactured in GCC 
countries. It’s really the same as 
Europe saying to Japan *yt>u can’t 
go on damaging our industry by 
merely importing." 

The comparison with Japan is 
revealing, and comes up again in 
Sheikh Al Zamirs plea for equal 
treatment over tariffs: “That is 
how matters are done between 
industrialised countries such as 
Japan and the U.S.“ 

“If any advantage lias come 
from the difference of opinion 
over petrochemicals " Sheikh Al { 
Zamil says, “it has been in bri- 1 
n ging to the fore the lack of com- 
munication in the past between 
two very important trading par- 
tners. There -had been intensive 1 
talks in the past with Japan and the 
US., but in tiie case of Europe the 
relationship had apparently been 
taken for granted.” 

Previous suggestions of tariff 
retaliation : by Saudi Arabia are 
mow played iJowm. “We don’t like 
’the tit-for-tat approach," Sheikh 
•Al Zamil says’. “The principle is 
that we want fair treatment, and 
there are many ways of making 
that position felt. But certainly the 
treatment of Saudi products cre- 
ates a negative image here, and 
will have a continuous impact on 
traderelations" ■ 

There is a further conciliatory 
note from Mr. Ibrahim Salamah of 
SABIC. “The European chemical 
industry is now in the process of 
rationalisation. That isn't a que- 
stion of shrinking, just moving to 
more specialised products. If Eur- 
opean companies want a supply of 
commodity chemicals in future, 
they shouldn’t wait for the need to 
arise. This is a good time to build a 
relationship."' 

Financial Times news feature. 


with major food exporters 


WASHINGTON (R) — Farm legislation to be signed, 
into law by President Reagan Monday will push the 
United States towards confrontation with other food 
exporters, including the European Community 
(EC),. Australia and jGanada. 


The bill con tains provisions that 
would increase exports of U.S. 
grain and dairy products into alr- 
eady saturated world markets and 
limit U.S. imports of sugar from 
developing countries whose eco- 
nomies depend crucially on its 
sale. 

They have been inserted into it 
at the insistence of legislators from 
farm states weary of waiting for 
US. agricultural exports to rec- 
over from a five-year slump. 

The congressmen dismissed 
administration warnings of ret- 
aliation by trading partners if 
some of tiie aggressive measures 
are implemented, insisting on 
them as the price for agreeing to 
provisions in the bflJ which hold 
income subsidies to farmers at 
current levels for two years. 

■ “I think we are going to be very 
competitive (in world markets) 
with this bill " said Agriculture 
Secretary John Block. 

One provision will force the 
United States Department of Agr- 
iculture to use all of the $2 billion 
allocated in a programme under 


which commodity traders wbo 
export grain receive a certain 
amount free from government- 
held stocks. 

The administration earlier this 
year decided that the subsidies be 
used against EC markets in North 
Africa and the Middle East. 

So far sales worth S50 million 
have been made under the sch- 
eme, with another S400 million in 
proposed deals under con- 
sideration. 

The new provision will force the 
Agriculture Department to bro- 
aden the programme to markets 
held by countries such as Aus- 
tralia, which does not subsidise its 
wheat exports. 

“We will have to be more agg- 
ressive in running a programme of 
that size," said Mr. Robert Tho- 
mpson, an assistant secretary of 
agriculture. 

Another requirement in the bill 
is that at least 150,000 tons of the 
burgeoning U.S. surplus of dairy 
products he sold on world markets 
each year. 

In the past, U.S. sales of butter. 


butter ofl and non-fat dried milk 
have averaged less than 200,000 
tons annually. 

Perhaps the most far-reaching 
of the protectionist measures in 
the farm bOl — inserted at the 
behest of the powerful domestic 
sugarcane and beet growers — 
directs the administration to red- 
uce drastically U.S. sugar imports 
from developing countries. 

The controversial directive, str- 
ongly opposed by secretary of 
state, Mr. George Shultz, sets a 
high domestic price for sugar, then 
forces the U.S. government to 
defend that price by limiting imp- 
orts. 

Administration officials said 
they would probably stretch out 
1986 sugar import quotas for an 
additional three months or slash 
the 1 .7 million ton quotas outright 
to comply with the provision. 

Twenty-one Latin American 
and Caribbean countries, plus 
major sugar producers such as the 
Philippines and Australia, would 
be affected by the action. 

In addition, a last minute ame- 
ndment proposed by conservative 
Republican Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina effectively bars Can- 
adian sugar imports. 

It says the United States must 
not buy sugar from countries 
which themselves import the 
commodity from Cuba. 


KPC profits fall by 25 per cent 


KUWAIT (AP) — The Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC), 
ranking 7th among the world's oil 
giants, realised net profits of 209 
million Kuwaiti dinars ($731 mil- 
lion) in the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1985 according to a report 
snhmfttftd to parliament Sunday. 

The figure represents a 25 per 
cent drop in net profits below the 
previous year, when KPCs profits 
stood at 280 million dinars ($980 
million). 

It was tiie second year in a row 
the KPC registers a retreat in pro- 
fits, attributed mainl y to slack 
world demand for oil, the pro- 
tracted war between Iran and Iraq 
and world economic recession. 

The report, which was divulged 
by parliament deputies, put the 


KPCs total revenues in the year 
ending June 30, 1 985 at 3,772 mil- 
lion dinars (523.2 bi Won), which 
meant a drop of 213 million dinars 
($746 million) from fiscal 1983- 
84. 

The corporation realised 3.212 
million dinars ($11.2 billion) in 
revenues from exports of crude oil 
and oil derivatives. 

Income from crude ofl sales was 
put at 1,693 million dinars ($5.9 
billion), which represents about 
50 per cent of the value of the total 
sales, according to the report. 

The KPC noted that crude ofl 
exports fell by 39,000 barrels a 
day below last year’s rates, sho- 
wing that Kuwait was becoming 
increasingly dependent on the 
export of oil products, and less 


exposed to the fluctuations of 
crude oil market demand. 

The KPC is umbrella for all 
companies involved in the Kuwait 
oil industry, including pet- 
rochemicals and the oil tanker 
shipping. The fully state-owned 
corporation is chaired by Oil Min- 
ister Ali Khalifa Ai Sabah. 

Kuwait’s income from natural 
gas and liquified petroleum gas 
sales were put at 186 million din- 
ars ($651 million). 

The report revealed that the 
KPC incurred losses amounting to 
72 million dinars ( $252 million), 
its share In the losses borne by 
subsidiaries and associate com- 
panies working in the U.S., the 
UJC, the Far East and elsewhere 
in the world. 


British food company withdraws 
milk products from world markets 


LONDON (R) - A British food 
company has told distributors in 
more than 40 countries to wit- 
hdraw its milk products from sale 
after an outbreak of food poi- 
soning among babies. 

A spokesman for Farley Health 
Products, a leading British pro- 
ducer of baby milk foods, said the 
directive applied to three baby 
products. Osier Feed, Osier Milk 
Complete Formula and Oster 
Milk Two, as well to Complan. a 
milk-based nutritional sup- 
plement used by adults. 

The action followed the dis- 
covery by a public health lab- 
oratory in London that 41 babies 
fed with Oster products had suf- 
fered' diarrhoea as a result of sal- 


monella poisoning. 

The British health ministry ear- 
lier advised parents to stop using 
the Farley baby products and the 
firm told domestic distributors to 
remove supplies from sup- 
ermarket and pharmacy shelves. 

A Farley spokesman said the 
biggest foreign markets for its 
baby products were Iraq, Trinidad 
and the Irish Republic. The baby 
mflk formulas and Complan were 
on sale in more than 40 countries, 

“We have contacted all dis- 
tributors with instructions to wit- 
hdraw the products immediately. 
Where possible, we have con- 
tacted the ministry of health in the 
countries concerned as well," the 
spokesman said. 


The company has meanwhile 
suspended all production at its 
plant at Kendal in northwestern 
England although health checks at 
the site and among its 320 staff 
had so far proved negative. 

The salmonella cases reported 
were mostly among babies under 
one year old. Complan, a sup- 
plement used by elderly and con- 
valescent people and which is not 
under suspicion, is produced at the 
same factory. 

The spokesman said that, while 
no direct connection between Far- 
ley products and the food poi- 
soning had been traced, there was 
a statistical connection among 
those affected by the salmonella 
outbreak. 






f THAT LITTLE GUY A BUTCHER. 
( GOT fiWPV FROM ME 

V Birr I'U- GET THE / * 

>TT\ SHRIMP/ y-r-'' 




Andy Capp 


I KNOWIVEA CHEEK, R3LKS, 
ALWAYS ASKING 'jOLTTO 
A HANt> FOR SOMETHING Tt 
OR OTHER — . — V 



I'm mad at you because your horoscope 
says that you'll find true love 
today." 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
tg by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


39 Batman's 
sMeMnfc 

40 Fofewbl 


42 Premier 


38 Harem occupant 45 Petypodlos 


48 Supreme Court 
lustiea ones 

49 Auxiliary Verb - 
60 Dub 

53T Energy «g. 

55 My word! 




THEY'RE A WILLING PAIR. 
SHE’S ALWAYS WILLING j 
TO VOLUNTEER 
AND> HE’S ALWAYS A 
WILLING TO LET HER j 






••■•■a 


. IF YOU’RE NOT 
CAREFUL ABOUT 
LENPIN© AN EAR YOU 
MIGHT GET THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


n- UU XI IJ LLXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I JufTlWes: CRAWL HANDY JUNGLE RATION 


Answer. Where you might go In order to make 

yourself more attractive— 

OUT OF YOUR “WEIGH” 













WlTITlip Student to head Assam government 

* V ^ B m M M ly if JLCi.JlAmV- 1 0 A wM wV' Vi- GAUHATI, India (AP) — A law Assam Students Union. lence involving natives. Benga 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) — Black activist 
Winnie Mandela was arrested Sunday by South Afr- 
ican police, officials said. 

Mrs. Mandela bad defiantly She had openly defied die aut 
returned during the night to her borides by staying in Soweto sino 
home in the township of Soweto her Brandfbrt home, 350 kB 


She had openly defied die aut- 
horities by staying in Soweto since 
her Brandfbrt home, 350 k3- 
after having been forcibly rem- o metres south of Johannesburg, 
oved Saturday by police, acc- was damaged by arsonists in Aug- 
ording to her lawyer. ust. 

Mrs. Mandela, die wife of jailed Saturday's incident was the lat- 

natkmalist leader Nelson Man- est chapter in Mrs. Mandela’s bat- 
dela, was detained for viola ting an tie against the regime which imp- 
order banning her from Soweto, a risoned her husband for life in 
police spokesman said. 1964 for sabotage and plotting 

Capt. Henry Beck of South Air- revolution, 
icon Police Headquarters told Police, apparently fearing a 
Reuters Mrs. Manaela was arr- backlash in Soweto, where Winnie 
ested under security legislation for Mandela is revered, sent dozens of 
contravening a restriction order, policemen with riot squads and 
She was Saturday dragged by armoured personnel carriers to 
security policemen from her home encircle her home before die was 
in Soweto, the huge black tow- ousted. 

nshro near Johannesburg. Her new banishment rules 

The white-led government had eased the tight restrictions placed 
earlier relaxed eight-year-old ban- ' on her in 1977. She may now stay 


racted worldwide attention. 

Last month she fuelled spe- 
culation on die possible release of 
her husband by visiting him fre- 
quently in Cape Town. The gov- 
ernment has since dashed exp- 
ectations of an early release. 

Winnie Mandela has become 
more radical in recent years. Two 
weeks ago she again ignored her 
banning order to tell 50,000 mou- 
rners at the funeral of unrest vic- 
tims near Pretoria: “The blood of 
our heroes will be avenged.”" 

She has tackled white sup- 
remacist policies head on- When 
she first arrived in Brandfbrt, a 
conservative town of Dutch- 
descended Afrikaners, she would 
deliberately spend hours in the 
supermarket while the locals wai- 
ted outside rather than do their 
shopping with a black person pre- 
sent. 


ishrnent orders on Mrs. Mandela 
and told her that Soweto was out 
of bounds to her. 

She spent the early part of Sat- 
urday night with friends at the Ind- 
ian township of Laudium near the 
capital, Pretoria. 

Law and Order Minister Louis 
Le Grange earlier announced that 
Mrs. Mandela. 51. need no longer 
return to internal exile at the rem- 
ote town of Brand fort, where she 
was confined by the minority gov- 
ernment in 1977 for opposing 
white domination. 


anywhere in die country except 
the Johannesburg district, which 
includes Soweto. 

She may also attend social gat- 
herings after years of bans, which 
she cron defied on meetings with 
more than one person at a time. 

But the continued ban on quo- 
ting her, in addition to a pro- 
hibition on attending political gat- 
herings and staying in Soweto, will 
still make it hard to maintain con- 
tact with the black majority. 

Her years of fighting for medal 
equality in South Africa have att- 


Summing up her views on the 
future of South Africa, she told 
Reuters a year ago: “The Afr- 
ikaner will never negotiate with 
blacks because of his rear of being 
swamped by another race.” 
Internal strife continued across 
the country Saturday and police 
said a 15-year-old blade girl was 
whipped to death by a crowd of 
blacks at Queenstown, eastern 
Cape province. 

Police did not say whether they 
had established a motive for the 
murder, which added another vic- 
tim to the list of over 1 ,000 people 


Ortega challenges Reagan to polygraph test 


MANAGUA. Nicaragua (AP) — 
President Daniel Ortega has cha- 
llenged U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan to submit to a polygraph 
test “to show who is the liar” in the 
battle of accusations between the 
United States and Nicaragua. 

Mr. Ortega, addressing'the clo- 
sing session of the Nicaraguan leg- 
islature Saturday, referred to Mr. 
Reagan's Nov. 1 order requiring 
lie detector tests sometime next 
year for federal employees and 
contractors with access to secrets. 

“If we were to have applied that 
method here, they'd be calling us 
totalitarian." Mr .Ortega said. 

Nicaragua's leftist Sandinista 
government and the Reagan adm- 
inistration have accused each 
other several times in recent 
weeks of promoting violence in 
Central America and beyond. 

Sandinista officials have acc- 
used the United States of sup- 
plying anti- Sandinista rebels, 
known as Contras, with surface- 
to-air rockets. A Soviet-made 
Mi-8 helicopter was shot down 
with such a rocket on Dec. 2 inside 


Nicaragua after a fire figh t with 
Contras operating over the border 
in adjacent Honduras. 

The Reagan administration has 
denied supplying the Contras with 
lethal weapons. 

For its part the Reagan adm- 
inistration has accused Nicaragua 
of training Colombian rebels fig- 
hting the government in that 
South American country. A rebel 
group seized Colombia's Palace of 
Justice on Nov. 6 and 95 people 
were killed when the Colombian 
army retook the building. Nic- 
aragua denies the charge. 

Last week, U.S. officials said 
Mr. Reagan's new National Sec- 
urity Adviser, John Poindexter, 
was told by officials of five friendly 
Central American countries that 
they believe Nicaragua poses an 
- ever growing threat to their sec- 
urity. 

Mr. Ortega repeated San dinis ta 
charges that the United States has 


adding he hoped Mr. Reagan 
would do die same “so that we can 
know who is the liar, to see who is 
lying when he accuses the other 
party-" 

“But President Reagan is very 
cautious, since, as the biggest liar 
in the world, he has exempted 
himself from submitting to the lie 
detector,’' Mr. Ortega said. 

Meanwhile, Cardinal Miguel 
Obando Y Bravo, leader of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Nic- 
aragua, called on the faithf ul Sat- 
urday “to never lose hope for a 
Nicaragua in peace. 1 ' ' 

In a Christmas message bro- 
adcast on the church radio, Oba- 
ndo Y Bravo urged Nicaraguans 
to remain faithful “in the face of a 
war among compatriots. 1 '' 

Obando Y Bravo, an outspoken 
critic of the Sandinista gov- 
ernment, invited Catholics to a 


killed in racial violence since Feb- 
ruary last year. 

In the Indian Ocean port of 
Durban, five people were wou- 
nded when a bomb was thrown 
under a mini-bus in the centre of 
the whites-only city. No arrests 
were made. 

Meanwhile in Rome more than 
10,000 people from «d! over Italy 
took to die streets of downtown 
Rome on Saturday in a Christmas 
protest against apartheid in South 
Africa. 

The majority of demonstrators 
marched peacefully under sunny 
skies, but a group of leftists threw 
eggs and shouted, refusing to quiet 
down when former President San- 
dro Pertini spoke out against 
South Africa's racial policies at a 
concluding rally. 

Despite the disturbance, Mr. 
Pertini criticised Western cou- 
ntries for their failure to act with 
firmness against apartheid. 

“South African racism ... forces 
blacks to work in inhu nan con- 
ditions in the .nines." said .lr. 
Pertini. "How cm South Africans 
call the.nselves Christians when 
they still haven't learned to love 
blacks as their brothers?'' 

Andrew MasonJo of the anti- 
apartheid African National Con- 
gress also spoke at the rally about 
the sacrifices .nade by South Afr- 
ican blacks in their struggle with 
the Pretoria government for equ- 
ality. 


U.S. suspect 
admits spying 
for Soviets 

WASHINGTON (AP) - RanJy 
Miles Jeffries, an employee of a 
stenographic firm, has admitted 
that he spied for the Soviet Union. 
U.S. authorities have said. He was 
the 11th person arrested on fed- 
eral spying charges this year. 

The Federal Bureau of Inv- 
estigation (FBI) said Saturday 
that Jeffries told them he had pas- 
sed secret documents to Soviet 
agents. His employer, ACME 
Reporting Co., aid stenographic 
work for tiie federal government. 

Jeffries, 26, was bring held wit- 
hout bond and will be arraigned 
Monday in tiie U5. district court 
on federal charges of gathering or 
delivering defence information. 


U.S. knew Salvadoreans 
tortured female suspect 


escalated its “war of aggression” “putting emphasis on popular rei- 
against Nicaragua. igion.” 

“We are disposed to submit to a , ■■■ — — — 

lie detector,'' Mr. Ortey said, j |y||^ fCbcf 


national eucharistic congress on He was arrested Friday night at a 
Jan. 1 where topics are to include hotel in downtown Washington. 


SAN SALVADOR (R) - The 
United States was aware of all- 
egations that Salvadorean police 
tortured, raped and threatened 
with death an embassy employee 
held on suspicion of spying tor lef- 
tist guerrillas. UJ5., officials said 
Sunday. 

U.S. embassy spokesman Don- 
ald Hamilton had initially denied 
he knew that 34-year-old Graciela 
Del Carmen Menendez had been 
ill-treated by police. 

However, Hamilton told Reu- 
ters this week that the embassy 
“had become aware of allegations 
that she was raped towards the 
end of her time (in jail).” 

Diplomatic and human rights 
sources say Ms. Menendez was 
detained by the embassy on Sept. 
16 and handed over to the feared 
.Treasury Police where she was 
threatened with death, tortured 
and raped. 

A military judge later ruled 


there was not enough evidence to 
convict her. 

Mr. Hamilton confirmed that 
Ms. Menendez, an embassy emp- 
loyee for 10 years, was handed 
over to police after tiie embassy 
was told she was passing inf- 
ormation to the guerrillas on 
American officials' movements 
for assassination attempts. 

“I can't say it (the rape and tor- 
ture) did not happen... but all- 
egations are one thing and deeds 
are another,” he said. 

The diplomatic and human 
rights sources said that during her 
confinement at the treasury Police 
Headquarters, Ms. Menendez had 
been treated by a police doctor at 
least four times after passing out 
during torture sessions. 

They said besides being raped 
she was doused with freezing 
water, deprived of food and sleep 
and threatened with death. 


According to the FBI • com- 
plaint, J effries met in the hotel 
with an FBI agent posing as a Sov- 
iet agent The oompta&t said Jef- 
fries acknowledged that he had 
- - - - met with Soviet agents on two 

IP/lnPr IrtllPM pre vious occasions and had pro- 
Ik/aUGl iUAA ^ u vided them with portions of two 
• O * T 1 ^ documents, one of which was des- 
lJl OM LclllKcl cribed as “top secret”' 

mi omro a i~~,t Jeffries worked m ACME’S Dis- 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOREH 
AHD OMAR SHARIF 
CIMSTMam MMta S i ri feM . Inc 


DEAR MR. GOREN 


Q.— There h great argument in our 
bridge circle about third-hand open- 
ing bids. Some of the players are 
opening any collection of 10 points 
end then blaming partner for get- 
ting them too high when something 
goes wrong. We would like to bear 
irom yen on this subject. E.R.L., 
Lincoln wood, DL 

A. — There is almost enough 
material here for a book. let alone a 
column. However, if I had to sum up 
my new- of the subject, it would boil 
down to: 

“When you open in third seat 
with sub- minimum values, always 
remember that you are doing so 
despite the fact that you don't have 
the values for an opening bid, not 
because yon don't have them!" 

Whenever you open the bidding, 
partner will presume that yon have 
a full opening bid and base his 
responses on that premise. It is the 
third-hand opening bidder’s duty to 
inform his partner that he does not 
have an opening bid. He does so by 
passing at his next turn unless his 
partner forces by making a jump 
shift. 

That gives rise to another “rule" 
for opening .light. You must be 
ready to pass any response by part- 
ner. Let's consider two hands: 

1) 45 9AJ542 0-QJ6 4J765 

2) 4763 V972 OAKQ6 4854 

Both hands have 9 high-cards 

points and the first hand also has 
two distributional points. Yet if I 


were going to open light in third 
position I would do so with hand 21 
but not with hand 1). Why? Because 
a one heart opening bid would have 
little lead-directing purpose since 

any other suit might be better, 
depending on partner's holding. In 
addition, should partner respond to 
one heart with one spade. I would 
not know what to do. If I bid again, I 
promise a full opening bid: if I pass, 
we must be in the worst spot 
By contrast, little barm, and a 
considerable amount of good, could 
‘come out of opening hand 2) with 
one diamond. No matter what part- 
ner responds, you can pass. If the 
opponents buy the hand, you cer- 
tainly want a diamond lead and 
nothing else. It is almost certain 
that the opponents can't make a 
low-level penalty double of 
diamonds. Also, the bid could in- 
hibit the opponents from reaching 
three no trump since it is quite 
possible that neither has a sure 
diamond atopper. 

Q.— Are you hi [avor of a negative 
one diamond response to a one dub 
opening bid, just in ease partner has 
a “convenient” short-suit dab spew- 
ing hid? JJCL, Omaha, Neb. 

A.— Unless yon are playing a 
strong dub system, I am against 
bidding one diamond as a negative 
response. There is nothing wrong 
with the old-fashioned way of show- 
ing a weak hand— pass. 


COLOMBO (R) — A local leader 
of a guerrilla group was killed and 
210 people were arrested Sat- 
urday in separate security ope- 
rations in Sri Lanka, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman said Sunday. 

He raid troops swooped on a 
hideout belonging to the Lib- 
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) guerrilla group In Jaffna 
in tiie north. The rebels fled after 
their leader was killed and ano- 
ther was woun ded. 

The LTTE, strongest of the 
separatist groups fighting for a 
Tamil state in northern and eas- 
tern areas, was believed res- 
ponsible for attacking six security 
convoys on routine administrative 
work in the past four days, he said. 

Troops also arrested 210 people 
in Batticaloa in the east of the 
country. 18 of whom were ide- 
ntified as members of four rebel 
groups, the spokesman added. 

Two illegal television trans- 
mitters capable of sending within 
a radius of 1.5 kilometres were 
found by security forces at Mul- 
laitivu in the north. These were 
being used to transmit guerrilla- 
sponsored films, he said. 

The spokesman denied a report 
tty the National News Agency 
Lankapuwath Saturday that seven 
pilgrims, abducted by guerrillas 12 
days ago, were feared dead. 

“Our information is that the 
pilgrims, seized while returning 
from a Roman Catholic shrine in 
north western Mannar, were 
alive ” he said. 

Hie said children and other rel- 
atives of tiie pilgrims were sch- 
eduled to appear on television to 
appeal to the kidnappers for their 

release. 

On Friday, seven guerrillas 
were killed and a soldier was wou- 
nded in a clash at Ariyalai in tiie 
north of the island, security sou- 
rces said. 

President Junius Jayewardene 
repeated calls Saturday for int- 
ernational cooperation against 
terrorism. 

Speaking at the annual meeting 
of the ruling United National 
Party in Colombo, Mr. Jay- 
ewardene urged Sri Lankans to be 
patient and understanding until 
guerrilla activity was eradicated. 

“ We can achieve success, but it 
must be through patience. We 
cannot kill innocent Tamils. If ter- 
rorism succeeds, democracy will 
be destroyed” he was quoted as 
saying by the newspaper Wee- 
kend. 


tribution Department. The firm 
did stenographic work for the fed- 
eral government, including secret 
sessions of the House of Rep- 
resentatives during which cla- 
ssified material was discussed. 

In tiie complaint, read at a Dis- 
trict of Columbia superior court 
hearing, the government said Jef- 
fries told foe undercover FBI 
agent that he had given the Soviets 
60 pages of documents, and had 
requested $5,000 for {delivering 
three other documents. 

FBI Director WiUiara Webster 
said in a statement Friday that Jef- 
fries had tried to deliver defence 
information to the Soviet military 
office Dec. 14, in violation of fed- 
eral espionage statutes. The add- 
ress tiie FBI gave for the military 
office was on Belmont Road, the 
location of a military and naval 
office of the Soviet embassy. 

Mr. Webster said the arrest was 
authorised by Justice Department 
attorneys and the U.S. attorney in 
Washington “based on facts dev- 
eloped during an investigation 
conducted by the Washington 
field office of the FBI ” 

Noting the arrest was the 11th 
for spying this year, Mr. Webster 
said, “We continue to have tre- 
mendous success with the int- 
erdiction of persons attempting to 
deliver our secrets to the hostile 
intelligence services.” 


GAUHATI, India (AP) - A law 
student was elected Sunday as 
leader of the new state gov- 
ernment in Assam, headed by a 
regional party that routed Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's Congress 
I Party in special elections. 

Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, likely 
to be sworn in as chief minister on 
Monday or Tuesday, will be the 
fust student head of a state gov- 
ernment in India. 

Mr. Mahama 32, was una- 
nimously chosen to head the new 
administration at a meeting of the 
Asom Gana Parishad (Assam 
People’s Council). The 63 newly- 
elected state deputies' met at a 
government guest house in Gau- 
hati, Assam's main city. 

The bearded Mahanta, a mas- 
ters of law student at Gauhati 
University, .spearheaded a cri- 
ppling, six-year protest dem- 
anding the expulsion of more than 
1 million Bengali-speaking imm- 
igrants from neighbouring Ban- 
gladesh. The native Assamese 
complain the refugee influx thr- 
eatens to swamp the state cul- 
turally and economically. 

The mid-tenn elections in 
Assam followed a peace accord 
between Mr. Gandhi and anti- 
alien agitators led by vluhantn. 
formerly president of the All- 


Assam Students Union. 

The settlement calls for a 10- 
year disenfranchisement of illegal 
settlers who entered Assam bet- 
ween 1966-71, and expulsion of 
those who came after the 1971 
Bangladesh War of Ind- 
ependence. 

Nearly all the senior leaders of 
Parishad are young men, many of 
them still students in the oil-rich 
state of 22 rnillioa people in north 
eastern India. 

Mr. Mahanta earlier told the 
Associated Press in an interview 
that expulsion of aliens would be a 
top priority of the new gov- 
ernment. 

“All foreigners in Assam will be 
sent back to their country of ori- 
gin.'' he said. 

But he declined to say how the 
settlers could be deported in face 
of Bangladesh's stated refusal to 
accept them. 

The mid-term elections endeJ 
nearly three years of rule in Assam 
by the Congress Party, which was 
installed in power following the 
violence-marred state elections in 
1 983. 

The 1983 poll was boycotted by 
most of the native Assamese Hin- 
dus. According to government 
count, more than 3,600 people 
were .slain in election-related vio- 


lence involving natives. Bengali 
settlers and tribespeople. 

Anil-immigrant agitators ref- 
used to accept as legitimate the 
. Congress state government, and 
the special elections were called in 
response to their demand. The 
poll was part of a recent set- 
tlement between Mr. Gandhi and 
agitators led by Mr. Mahanta. 

The settlement also says all ill- 
egal settlers who sneaked across 
the border into Assam will lose the 
vote for 10 years, while those who 
came after the 1971 Bangladesh 
War of Independence will be dep- 
orted. 

According to the final returns, 
the Parishad won 63 of the 125 
state assembly races and seven of 
the 14 national parliamentary 
constituencies. It also has the sup- 
port in the new legislature of three 
independents elected with its bac- 
king. 

Congress, which won 90 of the 
108 assembly races in 1983. tri- 
umphed in only 25 districts. It also 
won four parliamentary seats. 

It would he the first time in nea- 
rly six years that Assam will be 
represented in the national par- 
liament. Agitators blocked the 
holding of elections for those seats 
in January 1980 anJ December 
1934. 


U.S. voices new Soviet arms violations 


WASHINGTON (AP) - U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan rays in a 
report to Congress that new Soviet 
.nissile deployments and other 
violations threaten existing urns 
control agreements and “darken 
the at.nospbere" for any new acc- 
ord at the Geneva ar.ns control 
talks. 

He says the violations are del- 
iberate and "cause grave concern 
regarding Soviet co.n.nitment to 
ar.ns control." 

But while reserving the right to 
take counter-measures, the report 
suggests the administration will 
not now cancel any of those agr- 
eements, and will give the Soviets 
time to correct violations. 

The report, which the Congress 
required when it approved fiscal 
1986 defence spending, is sch- 
eduled to be sent to the lawmakers 
on Monday. A copy of the unc- 
lassified document was obtained 
by die Associated Press on Sat- 
urday. 

Citing “a pattern of Soviet non- 
compliance,” the report said the 
most serious new violation is the 
deployment by the Kremlin of- 


Mwnmified 
bodies found 
in Colombian 
disaster town 

ARMERO, Colombia (R) — 
Thousands of mummified bodies 
have been uncovered in the har- 
dened mud sinking over the ruins 
of Annero, devastated by a vol- 
canic eruption five weeks ago. 

Five bodies lay trapped inside a i 
car, evidently stopped in their | 
desperate attempt to escape from 
the advancing wall of mud. Nea- 
rby, a motorcyclist was engulfed 
by the avalanche. Both rider and. 
machine have been converted into 
statues of day. 

Since the Nov. 13 eruption of 
the Nevado Del Ruiz volcano 
which buried 23,000 people under, 
an avalanche, the blanket of mud 
has steadDy sunk and thousands of 
bodies have emerged. 

Today, it is possible to walk acr- 
oss part of the crust of volcanic 
ash. rocks and dried mud that exp- 
ands over more than 3,000 hec- 
tares (7,000 acres). 

Survivors were allowed this 
weekend to return to what is left of 
their once picturesque town as 
military authorities lifted a strict 
control imposed for fear of epi- 
demics. 

“I have just found my family. 
They did not die engulfed by the 
avalanche, they died from hunger 
and thirst,'' said an old woman cry- 
ing beside her miraculously intact 
house. 

Inside lay five badly dec- 
omposed bodies without any trace 
of mud on them. 


SS-25 intercontinental ballistic 
nissiles during the 1985, which 
the administration contends exc- 
eed the unratified 1979 SALT II 
treaty Unit on new .nissiles. 

lr. Reagan calls this "a dear 
and irreversible violation of the 
Soviet Union's SALT II con- 
nit nent” with "Lnportant pol- 
itical and nilitnry implications." 

Hie report also publicly charges 
for the first ti.ne that the Soviet 
Union has exceeJed the level of 
2.504 strategic nuclear delivery 
vehicles, such us .nissile launchers 
and heavy bombers, that it had 
when it signed the SALT II treaty. 
The report didn’t cite a precise 
figure. 

It renews past charges of vio- 
lations of the 1972 anti-ballistk 
missiles (ABM) treaty, especially 
the Soviet construction of a new 
radar facility near Krasnoyarsk in 
Siberia, which could be used in a 
nationwide anti-ballistic missile 
defence. 

Another new violation is all- 
eged to be the use of dismantled 
SS-7 ICBM facilities for the SS-25 

missiles, which is prohibited by the 


Zia calls parliament 
into session on Tuesday 


ISLAMABAD (R) — President 
Mohammad Zia LH Haq Sunday 
called Pakistan’s National Ass- 
embly and Senate into joint ses- 
sion on Tuesday, fuelling spe- 
culation that he might announce 
an end to eight and a half years of 
martial law then. 

A government statement did 
not give any reason for tiie unu- 
sual session, which is expected to 
debate foreign policy but could 
also serve as tiie platform for tiie 
long-awaited proclamation. 

Gen. Tia has promised to en d 
army rule by Dec. 31 bat has not 
yet said when he will lift martial 
law and formally hand overpower 
to the civilian parliament elected 
in partly-controlled polls last Feb- 
ruary. 

Speculation had centred on 
Wednesday, anniversary of the 
birth of Pakistan’s founder, Moh- 
ammad Ali Jinnah. but dates up to 
Saturday had been mentioned in 
the confusion of rumours which 
often precede Gen. Zia’s imp- 
ortant speeches. 

Police in Lahore detained at 
least 20 leaders of banned political 
parties Saturday night to prevent 
them bolding a large rally planned 
as a show of opposition strength 
on Wednesday, an opposition 
spokesman in hiding said. 

Squads of police arrested the 
politicians at their homes under 
martial law regulations and spo- 
kesman Salmaan Tascer, speaking 
from a hideout after police sur- 
rounded his bouse while be was 
away, said dozens of party wor- 


kers were probably also detained. 

Party leaders still free have 
gone underground to prepare the 
rally, which they have been pub- 
Ikrnng through leaflets, posters 
ami tiie local press, Mr. Taseer 
said. 

• Government officials said they 
still did not know how Gen. Zia 
would announce tiie end of mar- 
tial law. Some said he might sim- 
ply inform parliament shortly bef- 
ore entering to give his speech. 

True to the form which has kept 
him firmly in charge of Pakistan 
since coming to power in a coup in 
July 1977, Gen. Zia has also not 
divulged what forms of political 
activity will be permitted after 
army rule ends. 

He has also not made clear whe- 
ther he will quit his power base, 
the army, to serve until 1990 as a 
civilian president. 

The parliament — a 237-seat 
National Assembly and 83-seat 
Senate — has already pardoned 
Gen. Zia’s coup, ratified ame- 
ndments strengthening the pre- 
sident’s powers, and approved 
strict limits on tiie revival of pol- 
itical parties, which were banned 
in 1979. 

Gen. Zia still has the right to 
keep constitutional articles on 
basic freedoms suspended ind- 
efinitely and political observers 
■will be waiting to see if he revives 
the whole constitution. 

Opposition politicians have 
focused on this to argue that the 
new system will be martial law in 
civilian guise. 


Over 1,500 homeless as Italian oil depot blazes 


NAPLES, Italy (AP) — Aut- 
horities were seeking emergency 
housing for more than 1 ,500 peo- 
ple left temporarily homeless by 
an explosion at a petroleum sto- 
rage depot that killed four people 
and injured more than 160. 

Firefighters continued their bat- 
tle round-the-dock to contain the 
flames that engulfed at least two 
dozen huge tanks holding gasoline 
and oil that swept through the fac- 
ility following the pre-dawn blast 

A spokesman from the Naples 
city government who spoke on 
the condition he note be ide- 
ntified, said that the fire was exp- 
ected to feed on the flammable 
liquid for at least another 24 
hours. 

The more than 700 firefighters 
called in from all over southern 
Italy have been able to contain it 
however, tiie spokesman said, and 
it is not expected to spread to the 
few non-involved tanks or outside 
the compound. 


The ANSA news agency ide- 
ntified two of the victims as Maria 
Rocoo, 84, and her 50-year-old 

daughter Flora Roa», whom CivA 
Defence Ministry authorities said 
died when the explosion caused 
their house to collapse. 

The city spokesman said that 
both of tiie other victims were 
employees at the state-owned 
Agip Petroleum Company facility, 
who were on the grounds when the 
blasts occurred. 

Judicial authorities meanwhile 
opened an investigation into the 
cause of the explosion, which the 
spokesman said experts still could 
not determine because it was imp- 
ossible to approach the site. 

The 5 a. m. Saturday blast shook 
nearby homes and surrounded 
them with choking black, pro- 
mpting authorities to evacuate the 
area indefinitely. 

The city spokesman said that 
between 1,500 and 2,000 people 
bad been forced out of their 


homes and that authorities were 
trying to arrange temporary hou- 
sing for them at hotels. 

The area most affected by tiie 
fire, about 10,000 square metres, 
is mostly industrial. City officials 
said they believe that tiie only 
home destroyed in the blast and 
fire was the one of the two women 
victims. 

Nineteen people remained hos- 
pital ised Sunday . The others were 
treated mostly for smoke inh- 
alation and cuts from flying glass 
and released from local hospitals, 
city and hospital officials said. 

Some of tiie injured were pas- 
sengers on a local train, many of 
those employees coming to work 
at the plant, which was near tiie 
facility when the explosion occ- 
urred. Windows shattered and 
passengers were violently shaken, 
authorities said. 

A third Agip worker, Paolo 
Giordano. 35. was near his two 
colleague; when the blast occ- 


urred, but escaped with head inj- 
uries. 

"The vacuum of air created by 
the explosion pushed me into a 
small building,” Giordano told the 
news agency AGL *‘My two col- 
leagues were pushed by the same 
explosion in the direction of the 
flames.” 

ANSA quoted the wife of ano- 
ther Agip employee as saying, 
" We were ■ r. wakened by three or 
four booms that sounded like thu- 
nder. My husband got up and went’ . 
to the window. At that moment, ; 
there was the main explosion and 
all the surrounding walls col- ! 
lapsed.” 

The smoke that moved upwards 
in a thick black column spread 
over the city and a large area aro- 
und Naples. However, according 
to Raffaele Capano. head of the 
province's environmental office, it 
poses no danger of toxic con- 
tamination. 



1972 SALT I treaty. Hiis is not 
widely reuurJe J as a serious vio- 
lation in the administration, how- 
ever. 

Die report, titled “Soviet Non- 
co npliunce With Ar.ns Control 
Agreements” contains few sur- 
prises and is not expected to have 
a najor impact on administration 
ar.ns control policy-. nuking, in the 
view of several administration 
ar.ns control experts. 

•lr. Reagan said he expressed 
his “personal concerns” about the 
violations to Soviet leader dikhail 
Gorbachev at their su.ti.nit in 
Geneva last month. 

“As violations of legal obl- 
igations or political commitments, 
they cause grave concern reg- 
arding Soviet commitment to arms 
control, and they darken the atm- 
osphere in which current neg- 
otiations are being conducted in 
Geneva and elsewhere” he said. 

But Mr. Reagan said the Soviet 
Union has not yet provided exp- 
lanations sufficient “to alleviate 
our concerns on these issues” nor 
taken corrective action. 


Sudan reports death 
of first AIDS victim 

KHARTOUM (R) - The first 
Sudanese AIDS (Acquired Imm- 
une Deficiency Syndrome) victim 
has died in a Khartoum hospital, 
the daily As Sahafa newspaper 
reported Sunday. It said the 43- 
year-old man, whom it did not 
identify, contracted the condition 
in Denmark, where he lived for 20 
years before returning to Sudan 
two months ago. The paper quo- 
ted medical sources as saying the 
case was the only one known in 
Sudan. 

Soviet paper attacks 
Sylvester Stallone 

MOSCOW ( R) — Sylvester Sta- 
llone, the muscle-bound star of 
the Rock)- and Rainbo films, has 
come under fire from a Soviet 
newspaper. Sovietskaya Kultura 
(Soviet Culture) said Stallone 
.nade up for a lack of eloquence on 
the screen by his hatred for Com- 
munism and the Soviet Union. In a 
report from Washington, the daily 
centred its attack on Stallone's 
.najor success. Rocky IV, in which 
the heavyweight hero of the first 
three Rocky films takes on a vil- 
lainous Soviet boxer. “Don’t 
worry,” it soothed the UJS. cin- 
ema audience, "although the one 
with the hammer and sickle is a 
head taller, your favourite will not 
let you down — he s-weats rivers 
anJ loses a bucket of blooJ, but 
he stays on his feet.” Quoting the 
publicity posters for the film, it 
said they were like an axe-handle 
beating on the head with the mes- 
sage “get ready, the third world 
war is coming.” 


3 policemen flogged 
for kidnap, rape 

KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) — 
Three policemen sentenced for 
the kidnapping, rape and sale of 
two Bangladesh women were pub- 
licly flogged. Each of the convicts 
were whipped 15 times in pre- 
sence of a crowd in the city of 
Hyderabad, 100 kilometres north 
east of Karachi, eyewitnesses said. 
The local court had convicted the 
three and a civilian for raping and 
attempting to sell the Bangladesh' 
women. The women ana their 
husbands were arrested on cha- 
rges of entering Pakistan without, 
legal travel documents in July. 
The police officers abducted the 
women and attempted to sell them 
as prostitutes. 

Japan’s population 
tops 120 million 

TOKYO (AP) - Japan's pop- 
ulation has topped 120 million for 
the first time with 120,047,061 
people living in the archipelago, 
according to preliminary results of 
the government's 1985 census 
conducted in October. The pre- 
liminary results, published in Jap- 
anese newspapers Sunday, show 
an increase of about 3,980,000 
people over the last such, pop- 
ulation poll taken in 2980. 
Tokyo’s population was 
11,828,262, or about 210.000 
more than the last census. Japan’s 
second-largest city of Osaka reg- 
istered 8,668,114 residents. The 
population figures are certain to 
fuel calls for revision of the dis- 
tribution of seats in the House of 
Representatives in the Japanese 
Diet (parliament). 


Christmas lottery 
pays prizes 
up to $400 million 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Lottery-mad Spaniards listened 
attentively as the numbers were 
drawn for the world's richest lot- 
tery, which banded out tax- 
exempt prizes totalling 63 billion 
pesetas (5400 million). First rep- 
orts indicated that much of the 
first prize, popularly known as El 
Gordo (the fat one), would be 
widely spread among residents of 
a working-dass neighbourhood of 
Talavera De La Reina, a town 1 1 0 
kilometres south west of Madrid. 
El Gordo pays 250million pesetas 
($1.6 million) to each of the 55 
series of the winning number, or 
12.5 billion pesetas ( 580.6 mil- 
lion) altogether. Each peseta inv- 
ested on the winning number gets 
10,000 pesetas ($64). This year’s 
El Gordo was 63369. Another 
group of winners in the traditional 
Christmas lottery was con- 
centrated in the Madrid suburb of 
Arguellcs, where residents, many 
of them employees of a natural eas 
distribution company, won” a 
cbunck of El Gordo. The manager 
of the firm. Buta no S A., sa id most 
decided to take impromptu vac- 
ations- “to enjoy their good luck ns 
it should he enjoyed.” 







